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LETTER 

FROM 

THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMITTING, 

WITH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS,  REPORTS  ON 
PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  AND  SURVEY  OF  FIG  ISLAND 
OR  SCREVEN  FERRY  CUT.  CONNECTING  THE  FORKS  OF  THE 
SAVANNAH  RIVER  AT  SAVANNAH  GA. 


June  10,  1914. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors  and  ordered  to  be 

printed,  with  illustration. 


War  Department, 

Washington ,  June  9,  191 1+. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  United  States  Army,  dated  8th  instant,  together  with 
copies  of  reports  from  Maj.  G.  P.  Howell  and  Col.  W.  C.  Langhtt, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  December  8,  1913,  and  February  5,  1914, 
on  preliminary  examination  and  survey,  respectively,  of  Fig  Island 
or  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  Savannah  River,  Ga.,  made  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913. 

Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Breckinridge, 

Acting  Secretary  of  T Var. 


War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  June  8,  1911+. 

From:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

To:  The  Secretary  of  War. 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  and  survey  of  Fig  Island  or 
Screven  Ferry  Cut,  Savannah  River,  Ga. 

1.  There  are  submitted  herewith,  for  transmission  to  Congress, 
report  dated  December  8,  1913,  by  Maj.  G.  P.  Howell,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  and  report  dated  February  5,  1914,  by  Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt, 
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Corps  of  Engineers,  on  preliminary  examination  and  survey,  respec¬ 
tively,  of  Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  connecting  the  forks  of 
the  Savannah  River  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  authorized  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913. 

2.  The  locality  referred  to  in  the  act  is  a  cut  across  the  lower  end 
of  Fig  Island,  affording  the  shortest  water  route  between  the  city  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Screven’s  wharf  on  the  South  Carolina  shore  of 
Back  River.  It  appears  that  the  commissioners  of  Beaufort  County, 
S.  C.,  are  building  a  road  leading  to  Screven’s  wharf,  and  a  company 
has  constructed  a  ferryboat  to  ply  between  this  point  and  Savannah. 
This  ferryboat  can  not  pass  through  the  cut  at  low  water,  and  local 
interests  desire  the  deepening  of  the  channel  in  order  to  permit  the 
boat  to  use  this  route  at  all  stages  of  the  tide,  instead  of  being  obliged 
to  make  the  longer  trip  around  the  end  of  Fig  Island.  The  district 
officer  submits  a  project  providing  for  a  channel  5  feet  deep  at  mean 
low  water,  with  a  bottom  width  of  60  feet,  in  connection  with  which 
improvement  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove  a  number  of  snags  or 
logs  and  also  to  cut  away  a  portion  of  Fig  Island  training  wall.  The 
total  cost  of  the  work  proposed  is  estimated  at  $6,050.  He  believes 
that  if  this  cut  were  made  as  proposed  a  considerable  passenger  and 
freight  traffic  would  develop  from  operation  of  the  ferry,  in  sufficient 
amount  to  render  the  project  worthy  of  being  undertaken  by  the 
Government. 

3.  These  reports  have  been  referred,  as  required  by  law,  to  the 
Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  attention  is  invited 
to  its  report  herewith,  dated  May  19,  1914.  The  board  recognizes 
the  value  of  the  developments  in  progress  at  the  locality  and  their 
bearing  upon  the  general  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  community. 
It  calls  attention,  however,  to  the  fact  that  the  proposed  improve¬ 
ment  is  not  to  make  water  traffic  possible,  but  merely  to  reduce  the 
length  of  route  and  the  time  of  transit  of  a  ferry.  It  believes  that 
the  improvement  is  of  the  class  that  should  be  carried  out  by  the 
locality  immediately  affected  and  not  by  the  General  Government, 
and  it  therefore  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  is  inadvisable  for  the 
United  States  to  undertake  the  work. 

4.  After  due  consideration  of  the  above-mentioned  reports  I  con¬ 
cur  with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 
and  therefore  report  that  the  improvement  by  the  United  States  of 
Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut  connecting  the  forks  of  the  Savannah 
River  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  not  deemed  advisable  at  the  present  time. 

Dan  C.  Kingman, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS 

ON  SURVEY. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 

May  19,  191  f 

To  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

1.  This  report  covers  preliminary  examination  and  survey  of  Fig 
Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut  connecting  the  forks  of  the  Savannah 
River  at  Savannah,  Ga. 
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2.  When  the  Fig  Island  Jetty  of  Savannah  Harbor  Was  built  a 
number  of  years  ago,  a  small  gap  was  left  for  the  passage  of  rowboats. 
Ill  1907  there  was  expended  about  $4,000  in  dredging  the  approaches 
to  this  gap  or  cut,  which  is  used  by  a  ferryboat  in  carrying  on  business 
between  Savannah  and  the  north  shore  of  the  river.  The  boat  has  a 
draft  of  4 \  feet,  while  the  minimum  depth  of  water  at  mean  low  tide 
is  2  feet.  The  range  of  tide  is  6.2  feet.  The  improvement  desired 
is  a  deeper  channel  through  this  cut,  so  that  the  ferry  may  operate 
by  this  route  at  all  times  without  regard  to  tide.  The  distance  from 
the  Bull  Street  landing,  Savannah,  around  the  lower  end  of  Fig 
Island  to  the  landing  on  the  opposite  side  is  about  44  miles,  while  by 
way  of  the  cut  through  the  island  it  is  about  one-lialf  that  distance. 

3.  There  is  no  record  of  the  amount  of  commerce  carried,  nor  is 
it  practicable  to  determine  what  will  be  carried  in  the  future  if  the 
improvement  is  made,  but  it  appears  that  the  country  lying  north  of 
the  ferry  landing  is  fairly  well  settled  by  persons  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture,  and  Savannah  is  the  logical  market  for  the  products  of  this 
section . 

4.  The  commissioners  of  Beaufort  County  have  improved  the  cause¬ 
way  across  low  lying  lands  to  the  ferry  landing  at  a  cost  of  about 
$12,000.  A  wharf  has  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $1,200,  and  this  is  to  be 
enlarged  at  a  further  cost  of  $2,000.  It  is  also  proposed  to  expend 
$2,600  for  a  suitable  terminal  at  Savannah,  and  a  new  ferryboat  has 
been  built.  These  facts  indicate  a  probable  increased  use  of  the 
proposed  waterway. 

5.  The  estimate  for  a  channel  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water  and 
60  feet  bottom  width  is  $6,050.  The  district  officer,  who  is  also 
division  engineer,  states  that  the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  small, 
and  probably  nothing  at  all  for  some  years.  Fie  believes  the  locality 
worthy  of  improvement  to  the  extent  indicated  above. 

6.  The  views  of  interested  parties  have  been  secured  through  a 
public  hearing  held  by  the  district  officer  at  Savannah  on  April  28, 
1914,  record  of  which  is  forwarded  herewith,  and  the  Hon.  C.  G. 
Edwards,  Member  of  Congress,  appeared  before  the  board  on  May  19, 
1914. 

7.  While  the  amount  of  commerce  to  be  affected  by  the  desired 
improvement  is  not  at  present  large,  it  would  appear  from  the  ex¬ 
penditures  being  made  by  local  interests  that  one  of  some  considerable 
importance  to  the  locality  is  anticipated.  The  board  recognizes  the 
value  of  the  developments  being  made  and  their  bearing  upon  the 
general  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  community.  The  improvement 
desired,  however,  is  not  to  make  water  traffic  possible,  but  to  provide 
a  more  convenient  route,  available  at  all  times,  for  already  existing 
traffic,  which  will  thereby  reduce  somewhat  the  length  of  the  route 
and  the  time  of  transit  of  a  ferry.  The  United  States  has  expended 
large  sums  in  providing  a  commodious  channel  in  the  Savannah 
River  for  the  benefit  of  general  commerce,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board  the  improvement  now  under  consideration  is  of  the  class  that 
should  be  carried  out  by  the  locality  immediately  affected  and  not  by 
the  General  Government.  The  board  therefore  believes  it  to  be  in¬ 
advisable  for  the  LTnited  States  to  undertake  the  work. 

8.  In  compliance  with  law,  the  board  reports  that  there  are  no 
questions  of  terminal  facilities,  water  power,  or  other  subjects  which 
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could  be  coordinated  with  the  project  proposed  in  such  manner  as 
to  render  the  improvement  advisable  in  the  interests  of  commerce 
and  navigation. 

For  the  board: 

W.  M.  Black, 

Colonel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Senior  Member  of  the  Board. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  FIG  ISLAND  OR  SCREVEN  FERRY 

CUT,  GA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  December  8,  1913. 
From:  The  District  Engineer  Officer. 

To:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

Subject:  Preliminary  examination  of  Fig  Island-Screven  Ferry  Cut. 

1.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913,  calls  for  a 
preliminary  examination  of  Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  connect¬ 
ing  the  forks  of  Savannah  River  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  the  following 
report  is  submitted  upon  the  same. 

2.  History  and  geographical  location. — When  the  Fig  Island  Jetty 
of  Savannah  Harbor  was  built,  nearly  20  years  ago,  a  little  gap  was 
left  at  the  present  location  of  the  cut  for  the  passage  of  rowboats. 
This  gap  was  only  in  the  stone  part  of  the  jetty,  and  the  mattress  of 
the  same  was  not  removed.  In  January,  1907,  the  district  engineer 
officer  at  Savannah  was  authorized  to  expend  not  to  exceed  $4,000 
of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Harbor 
in  dredging  out  the  approaches  to  this  cut,  which  had  been  silted  up, 
doubtless  due  to  the  existence  of  the  Fig  Island  Jetty.  This  amount 
was  expended  to  the  best  advantage  and  the  work  of  opening  up  the 
channel  for  the  approaches  to  the  cut  was  done  during  the  summer  of 
1907.  The  Fig  Island  training  wall  was  built  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
Savannah  River,  forming  Savannah  Harbor,  and  extended  from  a 
point  opposite  the  lower  city  limits,  downstream  for  a  distance  of 
some  6,300  feet  and  separated  what  was  formerly  known  as  Savannah 
River  and  Back  River.  Back  of  this  training  wall  the  ground  has 
since  been  raised  to  a  height  of  approximately  5^  feet  a!  ove  low  water 
by  the  deposit  of  material  from  the  channel  of  the  main  river. 

3.  Present  condition. — It  appears  that  there  has  been  some  sort  of  a 
ferry  maintained  from  the  Georgia  to  the  South  Carolina  side  of  the 
river  for  a  great  many  years.  This  has  usually  been  a  rowboat  ferry, 
but  lately  parties  interested  in  communication  between  the  two  States 
have  planned  and  built  a  larger  ferryboat  to  be  operated  by  gasoline 
motor,  with  a  draft  of  approximately  4.5  feet,  with  an  estimated  speed 
of  8  miles  per  hour.  This  boat  would  require  a  wider  channel  and 
more  water  than  exists  in  this  cut  under  low-water  conditions. 
Soundings  of  examination  made  of  this  cut  in  the  past  by  the  regular 
survey  parties  engaged  in  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Harbor,  and  a 
recent  brief  inspection  indicates  that  there  is  only  2J  feet  at  low  water 
in  the  same,  with  a  width  of  about  30  feet,  which  shows  plainly  that  a 
boat  drawing  4.5  feet  can  only  navigate  it  at  half  tide  or  better.  The 
rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  6.2  feet. 
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4.  The  county  commissioners  of  the  adjacent  county  in  South 
Carolina  have  undertaken  the  construction  of  a  suitable  roadway 
across  the  marsh  lands  to  connect  the  Back  River  with  the  highlands 
of  South  Carolina,  and  this  roadway  is  under  construction,  and  it  is 
contemplated  the  completion  of  the  same  will  be  effected  by  the 
1st  of  December,  1913.  The  length  of  this  roadway  is  4  miles,  and 
the  Beaufort  County  Commissioners  report  an  expenditure  of  $12,000 
on  same.  Parties  interested  in  this  ferryboat  have  undertaken  the 
construction  of  a  suitable  wharf  on  the  north  shore  of  Back  River,  at 
the  end  of  this  causeway,  for  the  docking  of  the  ferryboat,  and  this 
it  is  contemplated  will  be  completed  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of 
the  causeway.  The  total  distance  from  the  foot  of  Bull  Street 
(the  usual  landing  at  Savannah)  to  the  wharf  on  the  north  shore  of 
Back  River  is  4|  miles,  going  by  the  route  around  the  lower  end  of 
Fig  Island  training  wall.  If  the  cut  through  Fig  Island  were  opened 
up  of  suitable  size  to  carry  navigation  to  a  depth  of  4.5  feet,  a  saving 
of  practically  one-half  this  distance  would  be  attained.  It  is  con¬ 
templated  that  there  will  be  at  least  two  trips  a  day  of  this  ferry¬ 
boat,  though  only  under  unusual  conditions  would  it  probably  be 
necessary  that  both  trips  would  have  to  be  made  around  Fig  Island 
training  wall,  and  on  high-water  conditions  the  boat  would  be  able 
to  go  through  the  cut,  so  that  it  might  be  stated  that  the  distance 
traveled  by  this  boat  would  be  decreased  at  least  one-quarter  by 
the  opening  of  this  cut.  The  cost  of  operating  the  ferry  line  would 
therefore  be  decreased,  but  the  main  advantage  by  shortening  the 
route  would  be  to  the  passengers  making  use  of  the  ferry.  The 
shortening  of  the  route  might  also  give  increased  service  as  the  boat 
might  make  additional  trips. 

5.  Commercial  statistics. — There  is  nothing  on  record  by  which  any 
very  definite  statements  can  be  made  concerning  the  amount  this 
ferry  might  be  used;  however,  it  is  stated  by  parties  interested  in 
the  ferry  that  the  country  on  the  north  shore  is  fairly  well  settled  by 
parties  interested  in  agriculture  with  no  convenient  market  for  their 
produce.  .Most  certainly  it  would  appear  that  the  commissi' ners  of 
Beaufort  County,  S.  C.,  consider  that  this  is  worthy  cf  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  local  funds  sufficient  to  complete  this  lengthy  causeway  to 
obtain  a  connection  with  the  market  at  Savannah,  having  invested 
$12,000  already;  consequently  it  would  appear  reasonable  to  state 
that  the  use  of  the  ferry  would  be  considerable  after  the  same  has 
been  properly  established.  There  is  submitted  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  president  of  the  Geo rgia-C ar olina  Ferry  Co.,  setting  forth 
what  has  been  done  in  the  establishment  of  this  ferry  and  what  is 
desired. 

6.  Terminals. — Ample  terminal  facilities  at  Savannah  are  available, 
and  a  good  landing  with  wharf  has  been  constructed  on  the  South 
Carolina  side. 

7.  T Yater-power  developments ,  etc. — In  compliance  with  law  it  is 
reported  that  no  question  of  power  development,  drainage,  or  other 
similar  question  can  enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  project. 

8.  Maps. — A  small  map  1  of  a  portion  of  Savannah  Harbor,  covering 
the  immediate  localitv  of  this  cut  is  submitted  herewith,  lines  indi- 
eating  the  present  route  with  length  of  same  and  the  desired  route. 


1  Not  printed. 
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9.  Recommendation. — In  consideration  of  the  investments  already 
made  by  interested  parties,  it  would  appear  advisable,  and  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  survey  of  the  locality  be  made  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
a  suitable  channel,  with  a  further  investigation  as  to  the  needs  and 
cost  of  a  suitable  channel. 

G.  P.  Howell, 

Major ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Board  of  Engineers  for  Eivers  and  Harbors, 

December  30,  1913. 

To  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 

For  reasons  stated  herein,  the  board  concurs  with  the  district 
officer  in  recommending  a  survey  in  order  to  determine  the  extent 
and  advisability  of  the  improvement. 

For  the  board : 

W.  M.  Black, 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers , 

Senior  Member  of  th  e  Board. 


LETTER  OF  THE  GEORGIA-CAROLINA  FERRY  CO. 

Georgia-Carolina  Ferry  Co., 

Savannah ,  Ga.,  October  28,  1913. 

Dear  Sir:  Referring  to  our  telephonic  conversation  with  Mr.  Lemen,  we  beg  to 
advise  that  about  two  years  ago  a  few  public-spirited  citizens  of  Savannah,  knowing 
of  the  large  territory  lying  just  across  the  Savannah  River  on  the  South  Carolina  side, 
with  practically  no  outlet  for  their  products  except  in  a  roundabout  way,  saw  the 
great  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  residents  of  South  Carolina  as  well  as  the  city  of 
Savannah,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  a  ferry  service  between  this  city 
and  the  South  Carolina  shore. 

At  that  time  the  Georgia-Carolina  Ferry  Co.  was  organized  and  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  commissioners  of  Beaufort  County,  S.  C.,  whereby  this  company 
would  either  build  or  purchase  a  first-class  boat  for  ferry  service  and  the  commissioners 
of  Beaufort  County  were  to  construct  a  causeway  from  the  Savannah  River  across  the 
marsh  to  high  land  on  the  South  Carolina  side. 

As  shown  by  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  collector  of  customs  of  this  port,  we  have 
had  built  a  first-class  ferryboat,  costing  $11,175,  of  the  following  dimensions:  Length, 
94.4  feet;  breadth,  25.1  feet;  depth,  6.5  feet;  capacity  under  tonnage  deck,  64.34  tons; 
capacity  between  decks  above  tonnage  deck,  139.85  tons;  capacity  of  inclosures  on 
the  upper  deck,  23.79  tons. 

This  compan}^  has  acquired  landing  rights  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  where  we 
purpose  to  construct  suitable  landings  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $5,000. 

Many  years  ago  there  was  a  channel  cut  across  Fig  Island  connecting  the  proposed 
Savannah  landing  with  the  landing  on  the  South  Carolina  side.  This  channel  has 
not  been  used  for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  has  been  filled  up  to  such  an  extent  that 
at  low  water  it  could  not  be  used  by  the  ferryboat  around  the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island 
and  come  back  up  the  Savannah  River  to  the  respective  landings.  You  can  readily  see 
that  this  would  consume  a  great  deal  of  time  as  well  as  make  it  exceedingly  expensive 
to  operate  the  ferry,  whereas  if  the  old  channel  across  Fig  Island  was  opened,  trips 
could  be  made  by  the  boat  in  a  very  short  time  and  much  better  service  could  be 
rendered  the  public.  It  will  be  the  purpose  of  this  company  to  furnish  the  very  best 
of  service,  and  we  confidently  believe  it  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  people  on  the 
South  Carolina  side  of  the  river,  as  well  as  to  the  city  of  Savannah. 

We  have  requested  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Beaufort  County  to 
furnish  us  with  an  exact  statement  of  the  amount  they  have  expended  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  causeway  thus  far  and  the  amount  necessary  to  complete  it,  affording 
a  first-class  road  in  every  particular.  We  have  also  asked  that  they  furnish  us  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  people  that  will  be  benefited  by  the  proposed  service,  and 
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as  near  as  possible  the  amount  of  produce  now  being  raised  in  the  territory  to  bo 
served  by  the  service  and  what  they  could  be  expected  to  raise  if  they  had  a  first-class 
service  connecting  thepi  with  a  large  city  where  they  could  readily  market  the  produce. 

We  earnestly  believe  that  the  Government  could  spend  no  money  that  will  serve  a 
greater  number  of  people  and  be  of  more  lasting  benefit  than  the  small  amount  that 
will  be  required  to  put  this  cut  in  navigable  condition. 

If  there  is  any  other  information  desired  with  regard  to  the  matter,  the  writer  or  anv 
of  the  other  officers  of  this  company  will  be  more  than  pleased  to  furnish  you  with 
same,  and  we  trust  you  will  see  your  way  clear  to  assist  us  in  this  enterprise. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  L.  Groover,  President. 

Mai.  G.  P.  Howell, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


SURVEY  OF  FIG  ISLAND  OR  SCREVEN  FERRY  CUT. 

War  Department, 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  February  5 ,  1914 . 

From:  Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

To:  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army. 

Subject:  Report  on  survey  of  Fig  Island-Screven  Ferry  Cut,  Ga. 

1.  Replying  to  letter  dated  January  8,  1914,  the  following  report 
upon  survey  of  Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  connecting  the  forks 
of  Savannah  River  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  submitted. 

2.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913,  authorized 
preliminary  examination  of  this  locality,  report  on  which  was  sub¬ 
mitted  b}T  this  office  under  date  of  December  8,  1913,  to  which  atten¬ 
tion  is  invited  for  fuller  details  regarding  the  subject.  It  may  be 
briefly  stated,  however,  that  this  cut  is  desired  for  use  of  a  ferry 
between  the  city  of  Savannah  and  a  wharf  on  the  South  Carolina  side 
of  the  river,  connecting  with  a  road  built  by  the  commissioners  of 
Beaufort  County,  S.  C.,  at  a  cost  to  them  of  $12,000.  The  cost  of 
the  wharf  now  constructed  was  $1,200,  but  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  ferry¬ 
boat  company  to  make  additions  to  this  wharf  in  order  to  have  better 
facilities  for  the  handling  of  wagons,  automobiles,  etc.,  the  cost  of 
which  is  estimated  at  $2,000.  The  plans  also  cover  the  construction 
of  a  special  slip  in  the  eastern  part  of  Savannah,  near  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line  wharves,  with  similar  facilities,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$2,600.  The  ferry  company  are  under  agreement  with  the  Beaufort 
County  Commissioners  to  make  these  improvements  upon  completion 
of  the  surfacing  of  the  causeway  in  South  Carolina,  which  still  lacks 
2,000  feet  of  completion. 

3.  In  constructing  the  Fig  Island  Jetty  a  gap  was  left  in  it  for  the 
passage  of  rowboats,  and  in  1907  $4,000  was  allotted  for  dredging  out 
the  approaches  to  this  cut,  which  had  been  choked  up,  doubtless  due 
to  the  existence  of  this  jetty. 

4.  The  survey  was  made  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Mr. 
W.  C.  Lemen,  assistant  engineer,  and  map  is  transmitted  herewith. 
The  following  is  taken  from  his  report  : 

Present  condition. — From  a  survey  made  under  date  of  January  27,  1914,  it  is  found 
that  there  is  a  small  channel  through  this  cut  about  20  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water  for  800  feet  of  its  length,  and  about  2  feet  deep  for  800  feet  at  mean  low 
water.  The  minimum  width  between  low-water  lines  in  this  cut  is  60  feet.  The 
width  of  the- opening  through  the  old  Fig  Island  training  wall  is  only  50  feet.  Borings 
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taken  at  nine  localities  throughout  the  cut  indicate  that  down  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  at 
mean  low  water  nothing  but  mud  and  sand  is  encountered.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the 
tide  is  6.2  feet. 

Maps. — The  field  work  of  this  survey  was  plotted  to  a  scale  of  1: 1,000,  and  the  esti¬ 
mate  submitted  below  made  from  this  plate.  The  map  submitted  herewith  is  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  this  field  chart  and  shows  the  present  condition  of  the  cut  and  the  entrances  from 
Savannah  Harbor  and  Back  River.  The  index  map  in  the  corner  of  the  large  map 
shows  the  general  location  of  the  cut,  and  the  dotted  lines  on  the  index  map  indicate 
the  relative  saving  in  distance  to  a  boat  using  the  cut  instead  of  running  around  the 
lower  end  of  Fig  Island. 

Obstructions. — No  artificial  obstructions  exist  across  this  waterway.  There  has, 
however,  accumulated  a  number  of  logs  in  the  Savannah  end  of  the  cut,  and  in  order 
to  obtain  the  proposed  width  cut  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  a  little  more  of  the  Fig 
Island  training  wall. 

Commercial  statistics. — There  is  nothing  on  record  by  which  any  definite  statements 
can  be  made  concerning  the  amount  this  ferry  might  be  used;  however,  it  is  stated 
by  parties  interested  in  the  ferry  that  the  country  on  the  north  shore  is  fairly  well 
settled  by  parties  interested  in  agriculture  with  no  convenient  market  for  their  pro¬ 
duce.  Most  certainly  it  would  appear  that  the  commissioners  of  Beaufort  County, 
S.  C.,  consider  that  this  is  worthy  of  the  expenditure  of  local  funds  sufficient  to  com¬ 
plete  this  lengthy  causeway  to  obtain  a  connection  with  the  market  at  Savannah, 
having  invested  $12,000  already.  Consequently,  it  would  appear  reasonable  to  state 
that  the  use  of  the  ferry  would  be  considerable  after  the  same  has  been  properly  estab¬ 
lished.  Attention  is  invited  to  letter  received  from  the  Georgia-Carolina  Ferryboat 
Co.,  setting  forth  what  has  been  done  in  the  establishment  of  this  ferry  and  what  is 
desired,  and  also  copy  1  of  a  letter  received  from  J.  B.  Walker,  supervisor  of  Beaufort 
County,  as  representing  the  Beaufort  County  Commissioners  (both  submitted  with 
report  on  preliminary  examination). 

Estimates.- — The  following  estimate  is  submitted:  An  improvement  to  a  depth  of 
5  feet  at  mean  low  water,  bottom  width  of  60  feet,  with  side  slopes  of  one-on-four, 
would  require  the  removal  of  16,000  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud  and  sand.  The  total 
length  of  the  improved  channel  will  be  approximately  1,900  feet,  and  in  order  to  allow 
for  material  that  will  be  removed  as  overdepth,  4,000  yards  should  he  added  to  the 
above,  making  a  total  quantity  to  be  removed  of  20,000  cubic  yards.  It  is  estimated 
that  to  do  this  work  under  private  contract  would  cost  25  cents  per  cubic  yard,  or 
$5,000  for  the  entire  work.  In  addition  to  the  above  dredging,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  remove  a  number  of  snags  or  logs  encountered  at  the  Savannah  end  of  the  cut,  and 
also  to  cut  away  a  portion  of  Fig  Island  training  wall,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated 
to  be  $500,  but  would  probably  have  to  be  done  by  Government  plant,  using  the  snag- 
boat  from  the  Savannah  River.  Adding  10  per  cent  to  the  above  cost  for  contingen¬ 
cies  would  make  the  total  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement  $6,050. 

5.  No  information  other  than  given  above  has  been  obtained  in 
addition  to  that  given  in  the  report  on  preliminary  examination. 

6.  After  due  consideration  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case  so  far  as 
developed,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  this  cut  is  made  as  proposed 
herein,  a  considerable  passenger  and  freight  traffic  will  develop  from 
operations  of  the  proposed  ferry,  in  sufficient  amount  to  render  the 
project  worthy  of  being  undertaken  by  the  Government,  and  I  so 
recommend.  If  adopted  by  Congress,  the  full  amount  should  be 
made  available  in  one  appropriation  of  $6,050.  It  is  believed  that 
the  cost  of  maintenance  will  be  very  small  and  probably  for  some 
years  none  at  all.  In  any  event,  it  is  believed  that  it  could  be  taken 
care  of  by  the  section  of  law  authorizing  allotments  of  $500  from 
appropriations  for  main  streams  for  work  on  tributaries. 

W.  C.  Langfitt. 

[For  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  on 
survey,  see  page  2.] 


i  Not  printed. 
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Appendix  A. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  SAVANNAH  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  AND  THE  SAVANNAH 

COTTON  EXCHANGE. 

Several  years  ago  a  few  public-spirited  citizens  of  Savannah,  knowing  of  the  large 
territory  lying  just  across  the  Savannah  River,  on  the  South  Carolina  side,  with  prac¬ 
tically  no  outlet  for  their  products,  except  in  a  roundabout  way,  saw  the  great  benefits 
that  would  accrue  to  residents  of  South  Carolina  as  well  as  to  the  city  of  Savannah  and 
conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  an  adequate  ferry  service  between  this  side  and  the 
South  Carolina  shore.  The  Georgia-Carolina  Ferry  Co.  was  organized  and  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  commissioners  of  Beaufort  County,  S.  C.,  whereby  this 
company  would  either  build  or  purchase  a  first-class  boat  for  ferry  service,  and  the 
commissioners  of  Beaufort  County  were  to  construct  a  causeway  from  the  Savannah 
River  across  the  marsh  to  highlands  on  the  South  Carolina  side. 

A  ferryboat  95  feet  long  with  26J  feet  beam  and  drawing  3  feet  10  inches  light  and 
about  5  feet  loaded  has  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $11,175  and  the  company  have  acquired 
landing  rights  on  both  sides  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  suitable  land¬ 
ings  at  a  total  cost  of  about  $5,000. 

Many  years  ago  there  was  a  channel  cut  through  Fig  Island  connecting  the  proposed 
Savannah  landing  with  the  landing  on  the  South  Carolina  side.  This  channel  has 
not  been  used  for  a  number  of  years,  except  by  very  small  beats  and  it  has  filled  up  to 
such  an  extent  that  at  low  water,  or  half  tide,  it  can  not  be  used  by  the  ferryboat, 
although  this  boat  was  expressly  built  of  light  draft  with  the  one  idea  of  going  through 
the  cut.  The  distance  from  dock  to  dock  through  the  cut  is  approximately  3,200  feet, 
or  five-eighths  of  a  mile,  whereas  going  around  Fig  Island  from  dock  to  deck  the  dis¬ 
tance  would  be  about  mile3,  and  it  is  well  known  the  tides  are  very  strong  and  at 
times  the  wind  heavy,  so  that  this  trip  around  the  Fig  Island  jetty  frequently  would 
cause  serious  delay.  Under  present  conditions  the  ferryboat  will  have  to  go  around 
the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island  and  come  back  up  the  Savannah  River  to  the  respective 
landings,  except  at  high  water.  It  can  be  readily  seen  that  this  deviation  would  con¬ 
sume  a  great  deal  of  time  as  well  as  incur  extra  expense  to  operate  the  ferry,  whereas 
if  the  old  channel  through  Fig  Island  was  opened  up  trips  could  be  made  by  the  boat 
in  a  very  short  time  and  much  better  service  rendered  to  the  public.  It  would  be  the 
purpose  of  the  ferry  company  to  offer  the  very  best  service  and  we  confidently  be¬ 
lieve  it  would  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  public  on  the  South  Carolina  side  of  the  river 
as  well  a3  the  Savannah  side. 

Delegates  from  the  Cotton  Exchange  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  made  sev¬ 
eral  trips  of  investigation  over  on  the  Carolina  side  in  order  that  authentic  information 
could  be  given  regarding  results  that  would  most  probably  occur  with  a  fair  service 
by  the  ferry  company.  The  advantage  of  this  ferry  as  an  automobile  highway  will  be 
dealt  with  by  another  petitioner.  The  labor  question  should  also  be  considered. 
In  the  winter  season  there  is  very  frequently  a  lack  of  sufficient  labor  to  work  in  the 
f  ctories,  on  the  docks  and  loading  and  discharging  steamers,  and  with  a  means  of 
getting  quickly  to  the  city  in  the  morning  a  number  of  laborers  would  come  into  the 
city  for  work  and  at  the  same  time  the  early  products.for  the  market  would  be  brought 
in. 

For  your  information  I  beg  to  read  a  report  from  a  committee  who  made  this  tri,p 
by  direction  of  the  cotton  exchange,  which  gives  a  great  many  facts  regarding  the 
surrounding  country  which  would  contribute  to  the  success  of  this  ferry,  and  this 
report  deals  very  largely  with  agricultural  matters.  (Read  report.) 

Savannah  is  peculiarly  situated,  having  the  ocean  to  the  east  and  the  river  to  the 
north.  It  is  therefore  most  desirable  that  we  should  be  put  in  close  touch  with  the 
Carolina  lands  to  the  north  that  both  the  people  and  the  products  may  get  the  benefit 
of  quick  transportation. 

It  is  true  that  the  ferryboat  can  be  run  around  the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island  and 
come  up  the  river  to  the  wharf  on  the  South  Carolina  side,  and  vice  versa;  but  this 
will  cause  a  long  run  and  make  it  very  expensive  to  the  ferry  company,  and  the 
passengers  will  lose  considerable  time  in  getting  across  the  river.  If  the  boat  can 
at  all  times  use  the  cut,  the  expense  to  passengers  and  freight  would  be  considerably 
less. 

During  the  latter  part  of  March  Mr.  G.  L.  Groover  went  over  the  ferry  and  found 
15  or  20  wagons  and  carts  which  had  been  drawn  to  the  ferry  landing  and  their  owners 
had  come  across  the  river  in  rowboats  to  the  city.  He  estimates  that  there  must 
have  been  between  40  or  50  people  that  had  come  over. 
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If  the  ferry  service  is  to  accomplish  the  purposes  had  in  view,  then  it  will  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  give  the  passengers  the  lowest  possible  rate,  and  to  do  this  the  .direct  route 
must  be  used. 

Savannah  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
By  Wm.  W.  Williamson. 

Savannah  Cotton  Exchange, 

By  Geo.  F.  Tennille. 

Savannah,  April  28,  1914. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  T.  S.  HEYWARD,  CHAIRMAN,  ET  AL. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  August  19,  1910. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  appointed  to  represent  our  exchange,  and  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  city  of  Savannah,  county  commissioners,  chamber  of  commerce, 
board  of  trade,  and  Savannah  Automobile  Club,  in  forming  a  delegation  of  investiga¬ 
tion  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  and  the  nearby  adjoining  counties  in  South  Carolina,  to 
ascertain  if  a  connection  would  be  commercially  valuable  through  a  new  channel  of 
intercourse  called  the  “Beaufort  Road  Project,”  beg  to  report  as  follows: 

With  a  good  delegation  from  the  various  bodies  named  we  crossed  the  river  by  the 
Screven  Ferry,  and  were  very  much  pleased  at  the  ease  in  which  the  trip  was  made. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  dock  at  the  head  of  the  causeway  we  were  surprised,  as  cotton 
men,  to  note  a  field  of  good  cotton  on  the  adjacent  rice  lands  of  Mr.  L.  W.  Haskell.  We 
understand  from  previous  experiments  that  cotton  planting  over  on  those  extensive 
areas  direct  across  from  our  city  is  feasible  and  successful.  It  is  simply  a  question  of 
drainage.  The  cotton  appears  to  fruit  heavily.  As  a  matter  of  interest  we  noticed  the 
fine  crops  of  rice  along  the  causeway.  We  found  the  small  ferry  doing  good  business. 
The  next  field  of  cotton  we  found  at  Bellinger  Hill,  4J  miles  from  the  ferry  back 
in  the  pine  wood  along  the  turnpike.  We  have  photographs  to  show  the  cotton 
fields,  corn  fields,  roads,  store  buildings,  groups  of  people,  etc.  By  side  road  from 
Bellinger  Hill  4  miles  below  on  New  River  is  the  big  place  of  Mr.  j.  W.  Comer,  who 
gins  about  150  bales  of  cotton  produced  on  his  place  and  on  the  Stoddard  pla,ce  adjoin¬ 
ing.  We  do  not  propose  to  go  into  any  extended  details  as  to  the  individual  crops,  etc., 
but  beg  to  report  that  the  land  appears  to  be  fertile,  judging  by  the  crops  we  saw. 
There  is  a  big  country  over  there  lying  back  of  the  rice  fields,  which  is  ready  for  culti¬ 
vation  with  proper  transportation  facilities.  Until  New  River  bridge  is  reached, 
there  is  not  much  land  in  cotton,  but  we  have  found  some  fine  fields;  from  there  on  the 
fields  are  numerous  and  extensive.  We  saw  a  good  deal  of  cotton,  corn,  and  other 
crops  along  the  May  and  Okatie  Rivers,  also  around  Pritchard ville,  Graham ville, 
Coosawhatchie,  Pocotaligo,  Sheldon,  and  from  there  on  we  passed  through  many  miles 
of  good  cotton  and  other  crops  into  Beaufort. 

On  returning,  we  found  good  crops  along  the  route  through  Hampton  County.  The 
merchants  do  a  good  deal  of  their  business  in  Savannah.  It  is  indeed  considered 
Savannah  proper  territory  from  its  contiguity,  and  we  think  we  ought  to  keep  in  as 
close  touch  with  it  as  possible. 

The  eastern  part  of  Beaufort  and  Hampton  Counties  produce  fully  one-half  of  the 
cotton  and  other  crops  and  they  ship  nearly  all  of  it  to  Augusta.  We  believe  by  close 
touch  with  these  people  by  a  great  public  highway  which  they  are  building  toward 
us  we  will  get  more  of  this  business. 

Beaufort  County  ships  to  Savannah  in  round  numbers  4,300  bales  of  cotton,  most  of 
which  comes  by  rail,  but  as  an  interesting  detail  we  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  we  get  by  water  routes  1,333  bales  of  cotton,  of  which  from  Beaufort  648  bales, 
from  Bluffton  475  bales,  from  New  River  105  bales,  and  across  the  Screven  Ferry  125 
bales,  and  our  gins  get  seed  cotton  from  the  islands  and  through  the  planters’  canal 
across  Hutchinson  Island.  Besides  this,  Beaufort  County  ships  in  a  great  deal  of  cotton 
seeds,  hides,  wool,  cattle,  etc.  Hampton  County  ships  to  Savannah  factors  every 
season  about  10,000  bales,  Barnwell  County  6,000  bales,  Bamberg  County  7,000  bales, 
Colleton  County  4,000  bales,  and  adjoining  middle  state  counties  do  an  extensive  f.  o.  b. 
business  with  us. 

From  cotton  compilations  made  in  recent  years  we  note  the  following  production: 


Beaufort  County . A  300 

Hampton  County . 19,  800 

Collecton  County .  14,000 

Barnwell  County .  46,500 

Bamberg  County . 23,  700 

Orangeburg  County . 85,  300 

Total .  196,  700 
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The  great  highway  already  mentioned  would  go  through  the  heart  of  this  country, 
and  we  wish  to  report  that  in  our  opinion  it  is  not  a  matter  of  our  getting  to  Beaufort 
County  alone,  but  the  whole  State  of  South  Carolina  through  the  medium  of  the  good 
roads  improvement. 

Our  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  they  arc  connecting  Yemassee  with  Waiter- 
boro  with  a  good  road.  This  will  put  the  heart  of  Colleton  County  within  a  few  hours 
of  us. 

Deflecting  to  the  left  at  Levy’s  Cross  Road  about  7  miles  out,  a  hard  road  goes  up 
through  the  Hardee ville  and  Purysburg  country,  and  from  there  up  to  Tillman, 
Robertsville,  Brighton,  Scotia,  Estill,  and  Fairfax.  All  of  this  country  belongs  to 
Savannah,  and  there  are  a  great  many  more  people  in  it  who  would  use  a  good  ferry 
or  bridge  to  our  city  than  even  in  Beaufort  County,  and  they  are  already  coming 
across  the  small  ferry. 

It  is  a  large  proposition,  very  much,  prospectively,  to  the  benefit  of  our  cotton 
merchants  and  the  general  business  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  our  committee  can 
not  too  strongly  recommend  to  you  the  great  desirability  of  going  in  with  the 
other  bodies  and  recommending  that  a  modern  ferryboat  be  placed  in  service  and 
that  proper  slips,  ferry  houses,  floating  docks,  etc.,  be  constructed,  this  ferry  to  be 
subsidized  by  the  city  and  county.  Such  a  ferry  will  take  care  of  the  business  and 
make  the  connection  complete. 

We  are  ready  to  meet  the  general  committee  soon  again  and  will  take  up  this  impor¬ 
tant  matter  and  report  back  to  you. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  S.  Heyward,  Chairman. 

Geo.  F.  Tennille. 

W.  G.  Barnwell. 

J.  B.  Floyd. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 

Savannah  Cotton  Exchange,  Savannah,  Ga. 


Appendix  B. 

STATEMENT  OF  MR.  E.  V.  SCHOONOVER. 

I  have  been  running  the  Screven  Ferry  from  the  city  of  Savannah  to  the  dock  in 
South  Carolina  at  the  end  of  the  Union  Causeway  for  seven  years  this  May  coming 
My  equipment  consists  of  one  22-foot  5-horsepower  naphtha  launch,  drawing  2\  feet, 
one  small  flat  25  feet  long,  and  several  bateaux  used  as  tows  when  occasion  requires. 
I  run  a  schedule,  crossing  and  returning  three  to  four  times  daily.  With  my  small 
boats  I  have  carried  yearly  up  to  the  time  passage  on  the  causeway  was  blocked  by 
repair  work,  6,000  to  7,000  passengers,  about  §20,000  worth  of  general  merchandise, 
about  300  head  live  stock,  about  85  bales  cotton,  and  a  lot  of  hides,  beef,  dairy  products, 
poultry,  eggs  ,rice,  and  about  225  automobiles.  I  can  only  take  automobiles  at  high 
water.  There  is  a  constant  demand  for  transportation  of  automobiles.  I  can  only 
carry  small  machines,  usually  one  at  a  time,  on  my  flat.  On  the  Carolina  side  some 
of  them  come  from  considerable  distances — from  interior  counties,  cities,  and  States. 
One  came  from  as  far  as  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  past  winter.  Some  have  to  go  back  without 
being  ferried  to  the  city.  With  a  large  ferryboat  and  proper  maintenance  of  the 
present  good  roads,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  business  will  increase  very  greatly.  There 
will  be  no  comparison,  nor  is  there  any  basis  for  it,  with  the  present  ferry. 

My  boats  are  small  and  open  and  the  passage  long,  and  at  times  it  is  very  rough  in 
Back  River,  and  1  have  mainly  carried  those  who  had  to  go;  three-fourths  of  them  being 
colored  people — farmers  and  laborers.  My  flat  has  come  near  sinking  several  times 
on  account  of  the  rough  water  on  Back  River.  On  holidays  and  Sundays  a  number  of 
people  go  over  to  see  the  rice  fields  and  for  diversions  and  sport  in  fishing  and  hunting. 

I  bought  out  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  ferryman  before  me,  in  1907.  At  that  time  my  boat 
could  only  go  through  Screven  Ferry  Cut  at  half  tide.  The  opening  through  the 
training  wall  left  by  Capt.  Carter  was  only  about  16  feet  wide,  or  about  twice  the  width 
of  the  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  practically  nothing  but  the  rocks  there  to  go 
through.  Since  then  has  come  the  present  formation  of  mud,  sand,  and  the  growth 
of  rushes,  bushes,  and  trees;  this  cut  being  now  about  300  yards  through,  and  the  top 
of  the  formation  is  above  high  water. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  at  the  time  of  my  purchase,  represented  to  me  that  the  Government 
had  made  an  appropriation  to  deepen  the  cut,  but  this  was  not  done  for  about  two 
years  afterwards,  and  half  of  the  time  I  had  to  go  around  the  end  of  the  jetty,  over  two 


12 


FIG  ISLAND  OR  SCREVEN  FERRY  CUT,  GA. 

miles  farther,  which  operated  heavily  against  me.  At  such  times  I  could  carry  no 
teams.  The  lost  time  is  about  35  minutes  to  go  around,  as  one  tide  is  against  us.  Our 
tides  are  very  strong.  When  the  Government  deepened  the  cut  two  years  afterwards, 
conditions  were  much  improved.  I  could  go  through  at  any  stage  of  the  tide,  except 
very  rarely  on  spring  tide,  on  dead  low  water,  with  strong  westerly  winds  driving  the 
water  out  of  the  river. 

Two  years  ago  the  suction  dredge  in  the  river,  when  opposite  the  cut,  laid  its  pipe 
line  on  the  top  of  the  jetty,  and  the  discharge  of  mud,  sand,  and  water  ran  down  on 
the  north  side  of  the  wall  into  the  cut,  shoaling  it  considerably.  In  some  places  the 
water  rushing  down  cut  deep  cuts  through  the  mud,  which  caused  largo  slides  of  mud 
and  marsh  into  the  cut,  extending  in  some  places  into  the  middle  of  it  on  the  north 
end.  The  dredge  people  and  United  States  inspector  could  not  see  this  effect  at  the 
distance  across  the  marsh.  1  reported  it  to  the  office  of  the  United  States  engineer, 
and  believe  that  there  was  an  inquiry  made,  for  both  the  inspector  and  the  captain 
of  the  dredge  denied  strongly  to  me  that  any  damage  was  done.  Since  that  time  I 
have  not  been  able  to  go  through  the  cut,  except  on  about  a  quarter  tide.  There  are 
no  lumps  now;  only  pure  silt.  It  is  gradually  shoaling  more.  On  the  ebb  the  cur¬ 
rent  flows  swiftly  south  to  the  Savannah  River,  until  quarter  tide,  when  it  shoals  at 
the  north  end.  If  the  cut  was  cleaned  out  at  the  north  end,  this  ebb  tide  would  flow 
south  until  slack  water.  Until  the  accidental  filling  of  the  cut  at  the  north  mouth, 
there  was  no  apparent  shoaling  for  three  years.  The  south  end  has  never  shoaled. 
Some  sunken  logs  at  the  end  have  broken  my  propeller  a  number  of  times. 

Except  for  this  cut  there  are  many  times  in  bad  weather  I  would  not  make  my 
trip  at  all.  It  is  necessary  to  the  Screven  Ferry.  Many  other  boats  use  it  when  they 
can  get  through.  There  is  another  small  ferryboat  which  goes  to  Turnbridge  Land¬ 
ing,  many  bateaux  and  flats  to  the  rice  plantations,  gasoline  pleasure  boats,  and  boats 
of  hunters  and  fishermen,  and  sometimes  the  river  steamers  going  to  Pennyworth 
Island  and  to  the  plantations. 

I  have  seen  the  ferryboat  built  for  the  run.  She  is  very  little  in  the  water  and  has 
a  good  deal  of  house,  and  ought  not  to  rough  it  in  bad  weather  on  the  long  trip. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  V.  Schoonover. 


Appendix  0. 

.  LETTER  OF  HON.  NIELS  CHRISTENSEN. 

Finance  Committee,  Senate  Chamber, 

Beaufort ,  S.  C.,  April  27,  1914- 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  attend  the  hearing  on  the  deep¬ 
ening  of  Fig  Island  Cut  to  be  held  in  Savannah  to-morrow.  But  the  facts  that  I 
wish  to  present  are  herein  stated.  The  figures  are  taken  from  the  United  States 
census  for  1910.  Jasper  County  was  not  then  formed,  but  the  statistics  are  given 
for  Hampton  and  Beaufort,  from  which  territory  Jasper  was  taken. 

These  counties  have  an  area  of  1,201,920  acres,  42  per  cent  of  which  is  improved 
farm  land.  In  this  territory  is  a  population  of  55,481;  in  it  there  are  7,810  farms, 
valued  at  $10,092,566,  on  which  each  year  crops  to  the  value  of  $4,532,460  are  raised. 

Savannah  is  the  nearest  large  town  to  this  territory,  which  is  in  communication 
with  the  city  by  three  trunk  lines  of  railroad  and  three  steamship  lines.  These  con¬ 
nections  indicate  the  close  relationship  that  has  grown  up  between  the  city  and  this 
back  territory.  The  only  highway  connection  between  Savannah  and  South  Caro¬ 
lina  is  served  by  the  ferry  that  runs  to  the  Beaufort  County  causeway.  This  high¬ 
way  has  been  little  used  in  recent  years  because  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  cause¬ 
way,  which  has  been  almost  impassable  frequently,  and  because  of  inadequate  ferry¬ 
boat  service.  No  judgment  of  the  future  travel  across  this  ferry  should  be  based  on 
the  use  recently  made  of  it.  With  an  improved  roadbed  and  ferryboat  service  the 
passenger  and  freight  traffic  on  this  route  is  bound  to  increase  many  fold.  The 
United  States  Government  should  know  that  in  Beaufort  County  thousands  would 
not  have  been  raised  by  special  taxes  and  have  been  put  in  the  improvement  of 
this  causeway  and  of  the  roads  leading  to  it,  and  that  the  ferryboat  company  in 
Savannah  would  not  have  invested  in  the  ferryboat  now  ready  for  service  if  the 
people  of  the  county  and  these  business  men  of  Savannah  were  not  convinced,  after 
a  careful  study  of  the  whole  situation,  that  this  highway  communication  between 
lower  Carolina  and  lower  Georgia  is  not  to  be  vastly  more  used  in  the  future  than 
in  the  past. 
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It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  in  speaking  to  the  trained  investigators  to  revert  to  my 
statement  as  to  the  boat  and  railroad  facilities  serving  this  territory  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  while  these  are  evidences  of  the  close  relationship  between  the  city  and 
this  back  country,  yet  they  do  not  supply  the  demands  of  this  highway  connection. 
In  spite  of  them  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  road  connection.  I  presume  that  you 
gentlemen  will  take  the  position  that  the  more  service  these  boat  and  railroad  lines 
render  the  more  need  there  is  for  a  highway,  and  that  argument  on  this  point  is  not 
necessary. 

I  have  discussed  the  local  interests  involved  in  presenting  this  matter  before  you, 
as  I  understand  that  others  will  speak  for  the  larger  territory  interested.  But  I  will 
say  in  passing  that  this  main  highway,  a  part  of  the  old  Charleston  and  Savannah  turn¬ 
pike,  is  destined  to  serve  the  automobilists  of  the  lower  part  of  this  State  and  the  coast 
section  beyond  on  their  journey  to  Savannah  and  the  coast  to  the  south  of  it. 

I  have  left  to  others  also  the  paid  of  presenting  the  necessity  of  this  ferry  service 
for  the  deepening  of  this  cut.  I  understand  that  the  deepening  will  save  half  the  time 
of  passage,  which  certainly  is  a  very  important  item  to  the  traffic  interested. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  in  malojig  this  earnest  plea  to  the  deepening  of  Fig  Island 
Cut,  I  am  speaking  for  the  people  of  this  county.  We  have  been  at  work  for  10  years 
to  secure  this  closer  communication  with  our  great  neighbor  city,  a  matter  of  most  \ital 
importance  to  our  development,  and  we  trust  that  the  United  States  Government  will 
now  do  their  share. 

Very  respectfully, 

Xiels  Christensen, 
Senator  for  Beaufort  County. 

Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt. 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


Appendix  P. 

STATEMENT  OF  CAPT.  PERCY  H.  HADDON. 

I  am  master  of  a  steamboat  and  have  been  running  on  the  Savannah  River  for  years 
and  also  on  adjacent  waters.  I  have  passed  Screven  Ferry  Cut  through  Fig  Island 
Jetty  many  times,  and  have  also  taken  my  steamer  through  several  times  on  full  high 
water.  I  am  the  owner  of  Pennyworth  Island,  and  have  passed  through  this  cut  a 
number  of  times  in  small  boats.  In  small  boats,  however.  I  generally  use  the  Planters 
Canal  as  the  most  direct  route  to  my  home.  I  have  also  been  over  to  the  dock  at  the 
end  of  the  causeway  in  South  Carolina  a  number  of  times.  I  was  one  of  a  committee 
of  three  inspectors  in  the  building  of  the  new  ferryboat  Georgia  Carolina.  In  her  con¬ 
struction  the  idea  was  to  have  her  with  as  shallow  draft  as  would  submerge  her  pro¬ 
pellers,  on  account  of  her  going  through  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut  at  all  stages  of  tide. 
The  boat  was  designed  by  Lieut.  Kerr.  She  is  very  light  draft  and  of  the  flat-bottomed 
type  and  has  considerable  house,  and  therefore  is  easily  affected  by  the  wind.  I 
brought  her  around  to  the  city  from  where  she  was  constructed,  at  Thunderbolt. 

The  ferryboat  would  lose  about  20  minutes  every  trip  made  around  the  wreck  of 
the  Undine ,  which  would  also  be  expensive,  as  she  burns  a  great  deal  of  gasoline.  I 
carried  passengers  on  my  boats  for  many  years,  and  I  know  full  well  the  value  of  the 
quick  trip,  and  I  think  the  ferry  business  would  lose  considerable  in  the  passenger 
line  by  the  long  trip  around  the  Fig  Island  Jetty.  I  think  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  ferry.  There  is  plenty  of  passenger  and  other 
business  for  such  a  ferry.  In  my  opinion  the  ferryboat  recently  built  could  only  go 
through  the  cut  at  its  present  depth  from  high  water  down  to  half  tide  on  the  flood. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  H.  Haddon. 


Appendix  E. 

STATEMENT  OF  MR.  FRANK  C.  BATTEY. 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  SAVANNAH  A  BEAUFORT  COUNTY  FERRY. 

For  a  hundred  years  or  more  the  necessity  of  establishing  quick  and  easy  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  city  of  Savannah  and  the  southwestern  corner  of  Beaufort 
County,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  having  an  area  on  the  mainland  of  approxi¬ 
mately  200  square  miles,  has  been  fully  recognized. 
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As  far  back  as  the  year  1839  the  matter  of  building  a  bridge  was  vigorously  agitated, 
but  owing  supposedly  to  the  great  cost  this  enterprise  seems  to  have  been  abandoned . 
Instead  of  the  bridge  a  small  ferry  was  operated  for  many  years — now  almost  imprac¬ 
ticable  even  for  small  boats,  particularly  at  low  tide,  owing  to  lack  of  water  through 
the  opening  in  the  jetty  and  the  gradual  filling  in  of  the  former  channel  that  has 
unintentionally  been  incidental  to  the  dredging  work  in  the  river  proper. 

About  a  year  ago,  in  response  to  the  urgent  demand  of  the  people  in  Beaufort  who 
want  to  trade  in  Savannah  and  in  response  to  the  urging  of  the  Savannah  merchants 
and  the  county  at  large,  a  company  was  formed,  a  commodious  ferryboat  built,  which 
has  been  lying  idle  pending  the  completion  of  a  good  road  in  Beaufort  and  the  reha¬ 
bilitation  by  said  county  of  the  4-mile  causeway,  connecting  the  ferry  landing  with 
the  mainland,  and  the  reasonable  expectation  that  the  Government  would  spend  the 
small  sum  necessary  for  a  proper  channel.  The  road  in  Beaufort  County  is  now  in 
good  shape  and  the  causeway  and  ternimal  on  that  side  is  a  monument  to  the  enter¬ 
prise  of  the  citizens  of  that  county. 

It  only  now  remains  for  the  Government  to  show  us  the  same  consideration  that  it  has 
in  the  past,  and  at  a  small  expense  give  us  the  necessary  channel  to  the  end  that  this 
large  area  in  South  Carolina  (one  of  the  most  fertile  sections  of  the  State)  can  be  put 
in  close  touch  with  Savannah,  which,  though  now  its  market,  has  always  been  so 
difficult  of  access  that  the  proper  development  of  this  section  has  been  greatly  retarded. 
This  fertile  section  is  at  Savannah’s  very  door  and  it  seems  to  be  due  the  city,  the 
State  of  Georgia,  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  county  of  Beaufort  that  the 
Government  should  help  us  remove  the  present  obstacles  in  the  way  of  communica¬ 
tion  and  intercourse  between  these  sections,  so  easily  removed,  and  yet,  as  they  are 
now,  almost  insuperable. 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  has  never  at  any 
time  been  disappointed  as  to  the  results  accruing  from  expenditures  of  money  in  the 
matter  of  harbor  improvements  at  the  city  of  Savannah,  as  statistics  show  that  this 
city  and  section  have  been  quick  to  take  advantage  of  every  improvement  made  by 
the  Government  and  results  of  a  most  satisfactory  character  have  always  followed 
such  improvements. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  ferry  furnishes  the  only 
feasible  short  line  for  automobile  travel  between  Savannah,  Bluffton,  Beaufort, 
Charleston,  Columbia,  and  most  of  the  other  towns  and  cities  in  South  Carolina.  The 
next  nearest  practical  all-weather  crossing  of  the  Savannah  River  being  at  Augusta, 
Ga.,  130  miles  inland. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Frank  C.  Battey, 

Cotton  Factor  and  Chairman  of  the  Good  Road 

Committee  of  the  Savannah  Automobile  Club. 


Appendix  F. 

STATEMENT  AND  ARGUMENT  OF  MR.  T.  S.  HEYWARD,  ONE  OF  THE  OWNERS  OF 

THE  SCREVEN  FERRY  FRANCHISE  AND  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  FERRY  COMPANY. 

Your  petitioner,  in  the  matter  of  deepening  Screven  Ferry  or  Fig  Island  cut,  re¬ 
moving  sunken  logs  and  cutting  off  two  shoulders  in  its  southern  entrance,  in  the 
interest  of  commerce  and  navigation,  according  to  plans  prepared,  approved,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  district  engineer  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  respectfully  submits  the  following 
statements  and  arguments,  in  addition  to  the  information  already  presented  by  certain 
interested  parties,  which  did  not  convince  your  board  that  the  benefits  of  the  proposed 
improvement  would  justify  its  cost  and  that  the  improvement  would  be  a  convenience 
rather  than  a  necessity,  as  the  ferry  can  now  go  around  the  island  at  all  times  and 
though  the  cut  when  the  tide  is  not  too  low. 

Meeting  the  first  objection,  your  petitioner  fears  that  the  scope  of  the  proposed 
greatly  improved  ferry  connection  and  the  business  expected  to  result  therefrom  has 
not  been  fully  presented  and  is,  therefore,  not  understood,  as  the  cost  of  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  deeper  water  through  the  Screven  Ferry  cut  would  be  small  compared  with  the 
results  which  would  flow  commercially  to  a  large  number  of  people  and  which  would 
inure  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  Government  itself. 

Petitioner  calls  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Beaufort  County,  S.  0.,  has,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $15,000,  put  the  causeway  down  to  the  great  dock  which  they  have 
erected,  by  the  permission  of  the  United  States  Government,  on  Back  River,  in  better 
condition  than  it  has  possibly  ever  been  since  its  construction  103  years  ago,  and 
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certainly  better  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  during  the  last  40  years.  This  is 
really  the  key  to  the  situation.  The  improvements  to  the  causeway  are  <;f  a  most 
permanent  character,  and  it  can  not  new  be  affected  by  the  impingement  of  waters 
caused  by  storms  or  freshets.  To  meet  this  great  improvement  the  people  in  the 
adjoiningState  have  made,  our  company  has  built  at  Savannah  a  large  medem  ferry¬ 
boat,  now  about  to  be  operated,  and  which  can  carry  over  100  tons  of  freight,  hundreds 
of  passengers^  and  15  automobiles  or  their  equivalent  in  buggies,  wagons,  etc.,  at  a 
single  trip. 

From  the  company’s  lower  dock  at  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  terminal,  opposite  the 
Screven  Ferry  cut,  through  the  Fig  Island  jetty,  the  distance  is  about  3,300  feet, 
and  can  be  run  in  about  7  minutes.  This  run  is  on  an  almost  due  north  and  south 
line  through  the  cut,  which  was  left  open  in  the  jetty  for  this  ferry.  The  dock  on  the 
Coast  Line  terminals  comes  from  the  Screven  Ferry  franchise,  the  right  to  land  the 
ferry  there  having  been  granted  many  years  ago,  and  it  has  been  in  constant  but  not 
extensive  use  ever  since  for  quick  trips.  The  ferry  will  doubtless  also  take  passengers 
at  a  wharf  nearer  the  city  proper,  but  for  quick  transit  the  lower  dock  is  highly  to  be 
desired  and  is  necessary. 

To  go  around  the  jetty  the  distance  would  be  miles  from  the  foot  of  Bull  Street, 
and  about  2§  miles  from  our  dock  on  the  Coast  Line  terminals.  Quickness  is  now  the 
essence  of  successful  transportation.  We  wish  also  to  avoid  the  possible  dangers  of 
the  elements  and  the  collisions  necessarily  more  largely  incident  to  the  longer  trip. 

Consultations  were  had  with  the  United  States  district  engineer,  and  the  boat  was 
built  to  go  through  the  cut.  Reference  is  here  made  to  accompanying  plans  of  the 
boat.  Our  company  was  offered  ferryboats  discarded  at  the  North  at  a  very  low  price 
(less  than  one-fourth  the  cost  of  building  ours),  but  these  boats  drew  too  much  water 
for  the  cut,  and  we  lost  the  opportunity  of  saving  money  and  of  getting  better  boats. 

Other  petitioners  will  give  in  a  statistical  way  the  business  that  we  expect  to  get. 
This  petitioner  has  looked  into  the  matter  very  thoroughly  and  has  been  all  over  the 
adjoining  State,  and  begs  to  say  that  the  present  ferry  is  not  a  criterion,  and  is  utterly 
inadequate  for  prospective  business.  Like  other  things,  the  business  has  grown  with 
the  need  of  it,  and  there  is  a  greater  desire  among  our  people  for  quick  transportation, 
and  particularly  for  the  extension  of  the  automobile  trade  as  business  and  pleasure 
vehicles. 

We  have  also  looked  to  the  future.  There  are  a  great  many  expected  developments 
in  a  large  country  over  there,  and  these  people  have  been  greatly  in  need  of  facilities 
for  reaching  our  city  of  Savannah,  and  are  now  using  roundabout  and  devious  freight 
channels  for  the  transaction  of  tlieir  business.  If  a  circle  were  drawn,  with  a  radius 
of  25  miles,  and  with  Savannah  as  its  center,  the  majority  of  the  agricultural  lands 
would  be  found  across  the  river  in  Beaufort  County.  Directly  across  the  river  we 
have  many  abandoned  rice  fields,  covering  an  area  of  about  30,000  acres,  which  are 
now  being  taken  up  for  stock  raising.  There  are  two  dairies  across  the  river,  and 
many  enterprises  are  projected,  depending  upon  the  running  of  this  larger  ferry. 
Beaufort  County  has  a  population  of  29,000  colored  people,  mostly  across  the  river, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  and  these  people  have  been  supplying  Savannah 
with  labor  for  many  years,  returning  to  their  homes  every  Saturday  night.  They  have 
a  good  many  small  towns  and  villages  in  Beaufort  County,  the  peojde  of  which  depend 
upon  Savannah  entirely  for  their  supplies.  In  sickness  they  come  to  our  hospitals, 
and  they  also  do  their  banking  business  here. 

The  extension  of  cotton  planting  and  truck  farming  is  very  decided  over  there  every 
year.  The  western  part  of  the  county  across  there  from  our  city  needs  transportation 
facilities  very  badly.  There  are  tracts  of  land  there  ready  to  be  cut  up  into  small 
farms,  and  there  are  several  proposed  colony  settlements. 

Petitioner  begs  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  10  large  northern 
clubs  in  Beaufort  and  Hampton  Counties,  accessible  to  this  ferry,  and  depending 
upon  Savannah  for  their  supplies.  Many  times  the  members  of  these  clubs  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  information  as  to  the  best  way  of  getting  to  their  clubs  after  bringing  their 
automobiles  down  on  the  New  YWrk  ships,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  move 
them  except  by  going  around  by  way  of  Augusta. 

Shipments  of  live  stock  have  to  be  taken  up  to  Purysburg,  25  miles  above  this  city, 
and  brought  down  through  the  country  across  the  river.  There  is  no  river  city  any¬ 
where,  except  Savannah,  which  has  not  good  crossing  to  the  opposite  shore.  There 
are  no  converging  bluffs  on  our  river  until  we  get  to  Augusta.  The  building  of  two 
steel  bridges  there  has  brought  great  prosperity  to  that  city.  The  superintendent  of 
the  Augusta  Cotton  Exchange  told  your  petitioner  that  as  much  as  2,100  bale3  of  cart 
cotton  had  come  into  the  city  in  one  day,  some  of  it  from  points  as  far  distant  as  Saluda, 
S.  C.,  52  miles  away.  Savannah’s  commerce  needs  the  inflow  from  its  own  surround¬ 
ing  territorv. 
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But  petitioner  does  not  wish  to  state  that  the  business  would  come  entirely  from. 
Beaufort  County,  as  the  territory  which  would  be  embraced  or  affected  by  this  ferry 
would  be  of  far  greater  extent,  and  would  extend  in  fact  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  which  is 
75  miles  nearer  to  Savannah  by  direct  route  than  going  by  the  way  of  Augusta.  With 
the  city  of  Beaufort  the  most  particular  connection  is  sought. 

Our  ferry  expects  to  continue  on  a  larger  scale  the  carrying  of  every  known  planta¬ 
tion  commodity,  including  large  shipments  of  fertilizers,  and  bringing  into  the  city 
all  the  products  of  the  country,  which  would  cheapen  the  cost  of  living: 

From  a  commercial  standpoint,  we  submit  the  presumption  of  greater  business  to 
flow  is  in  our  favor  by  the  fact  of  our  recent  expenditure  of  $31,500  in  improvement 
and  equipment,  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  project  by  committees  from  all 
the  commercial  bodies  of  this  city,  and  by  the  united  expression  of  the  people  of  both 
States. 

The  benefit  to  the  United  States  Government  would  be  in  the  use  of  the  short, 
direct  water  route  to  the  Union  causeway  turnpike  in  South  Carolina,  shown  on  the 
attached  map,  for  the  transportation  of  troops  from  State  to  State  for  coast  defense. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  a  great  part  of  Gen.  Sherman’s  army  used  this  turn¬ 
pike  on  its  march  from  Savannah  to  Columbia,  S.  C.,  in  1865.  Other  bodies  of  troops 
of  the  seceding  States  had  used  it  frequently  before.  Sharp  conflicts  were  had  along 
this  great  highway. 

Only  last  November,  as  your  petitioner  is  informed,  it  was  scouted  by  troops  frojn 
Fort  Screven  to  determine  whether  it  could  be  used  on  the  march  to  Yemassee,  S.  C., 
to  join  the  Fort  Moultrie  troops  in  the  annual  maneuvers.  Its  condition  at  that  time, 
while  being  repaired,  precluded  its  use,  and  the  troops  were  carried  on  barges  to 
Bluffton,  S.  C.,  a  considerable  distance  from  the  fort. 

Petitioner  calls  attention  of  the  board  to  the  fact  that  the  ferry  on  the  Savannah 
River  has  existed  almost  continuously  for  134  years,  and  that  it  has  always  crossed  the 
river  directly  to  the  city,  and  it  was  only  in  1881  that  Gen.  Gilmore  recommended  the 
building  of  Fig  Island  jetty,  1  mile  long,  directly  across  the  passage  of  this  old  ferry 
line.  In  1887  the  work  was  completed  under  Capt.  Carter,  who  only  left  us  a  narrow 
passage  suitable  for  rowboats  and  small  launches.  It  is  noteworthy  that  soon  thereafter 
the  steamer  Eureka  was  put  on  the  ferry  line,  and  could  only  go  through  the  narrow  cut 
at  high  tide  and  had  to  be  withdrawn. 

We  will  not  ask  that  this  work  be  done  again  in  the  future,  for  when  the  cut  is  once 
deepened  the  propellers  of  our  ferryboat  will  keep  it  clear  of  soft  mud. 

We  respectfully  urge  your  honorable  board  to  consider  all  the  equities  in  the  case. 


[Newspaper  clipping.] 

A  MUCH-NEEDED  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  rehearing  asked  for  in  the  matter  of  the  Fig  Island  Cut  has  been  granted  and 
no  effort  should  be  spared  to  make  such  a  showing  in  behalf  of  the  proposed  channel 
that  the  Board  of  Army  Engineers  would  favor  it  and  recommend  an  appropriation 
for  it.  The  importance  of  the  channel  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  As  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  city  grows  the  use  of  it  by  various  sorts  of  craft  will  steadily  increase. 
Its  special  importance  at  this  time  is  in  the  fact  that  it  would  bring  a  big  and  growing 
section  of  South  Carolina  in  closer  touch  with  this  port. 

The  new  ferry  that  is  about  to  be  established  between  this  city  and  Beaufort 
County  is  going  to  have  a  tremendous  influence  in  the  building  up  of  that  county. 
The  county’s  rich  lands,  because  of  an  easily  reached  big  market,  will  be  rapidly 
developed  and  their  products  will  come  here  to  be  shipped  to  domestic  and  foreign 
markets.  There  is  just  as  much  reason  why  the  waterway  betvceen  Savannah  and 
Beaufort  County  should  be  improved  as  there  is  that  the  channel  of  any  of  the  rivers 
leading  to  the  interior  should  be  improved. 

The  thing  for  the  city  to  do  nowT  is  to  make  a  strong  presentation  of  the  reasons  why 
the  Fig  Island  Channel  should  be  deepened.  It  is  true  that  when  Gen.  Kingman  was 
in  charge  of  the  improvements  of  our  harbor  he  reported  against  the  deepening  of  the 
Fig  Island  Channel,  but  that  doubtless  was  because  all  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  it 
were  not  presented  to  him.  lie  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Army  Engineers, 
and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  he  wouldn’t  have  consented  to  reopen  the  matter  if  he 
didn’t  feel  that  at  the  previous  hearing  the  question  hadn’t  been  gone  into  fully. 

Now,  that  the  opportunity  is  offered  for  the  fullest  inquiry  the  city  should  see  to  it 
that  the  board  is  put  in  possession  of  all  of  the  facts. 
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A  phase  of  the  subject  that  hasn’t  been  dwelt  upon  to  any  extent  is  that  the  channel 
will  be  a  link  in  a  great  interstate  highway  leading  from  the  Canadian  line  to  Miami, 
Fla.;  a  highway  in  which  tens  of  thousands  of  people  are  interested.  If  Congress  is 
considering  the  advisability  of  appropriating  scores  of  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
building  of  great  highways  if  certainly  would  see  the  reasonableness  of  making  a 
small  appropriation  for  a  part  of  a  highway  that  passes  through  many  States. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  J.  W.  COMER. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  April  28 ,  1914. 

Dear  Colonel:  I  was  at  the  hearing  to-day  in  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut  matter,  as 
an  interested  party.  I  own  Red  Bluff  plantation  of  13,500  acres  on  the  highland  near 
the  ferry  road  and  raise  almost  everything  in  the  truck,  cotton,  and  stock  line. 

I  am  seriously  handicapped  for  want  of  proper  transportation.  I  use  the  ferry 
constantly  and  feel  that  the  larger  proposition  about  to  be  undertaken  would  not  be 
a  success  without  Fig  Island  Cut  being  deepened. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


J.  W.  Comer. 


Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  W.  D.  KRENSON. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  April  29,  1914 . 

Dear  Colonel:  I  was  one  of  a  committee  representing  the  chamber  of  commerce 
which  went  over  into  Beaufort  and  Hampton  Counties,  S.  C.,  to  look  into  the  business 
over  there  with  reference  to  our  building  a  large  ferry  to  connect  with  the  Screven 
Ferry  Turnpike  on  the  Back  River.  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  meet  among  the 
business  men  of  those  two  counties  a  good  many  personal  friends  of  mine  and  doing 
business  with  my  firm — J.  D.  Weed  &  Co.  We  have  been  getting  their  business  for 
many  years.  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  the  fact  that  all  that  territory  is  indeed 
a  beautiful  country  and  with  large  possibilities,  and  only  needs  development  to  bring 
it  into  greater  prosperity.  They  are  badly  handicapped  in  all  the  lower  parts  of 
Beaufort  County  by  the  lack  of  transportation.  This  would  be  accomplished  by  the 
improvements  we  contemplate  in  giving  them  a  fine  crossing  of  the  Savannah  River 
in  a  large  boat,  and  the  improvement  to  the  great  highway  running  from  the  country 
from  end  to  end.  There  are  no  railroads  in  that  section  of  the  country.  From  Ridge- 
land,  S.  C.,  to  the  sea  is  37  miles,  and  the  highway  mentioned  traverses  the  section 
midway.  All  that  country  is  tributary  to  Savannah  and  in  close  touch  with  us,  except 
that  they  have  got  to  get  their  freight  in  such  a  roundabout  way,  increasing  the  cost 
materially,  sometimes  effected  by  the  charter  of  boats,  causing  considerable  delay.  I 
passed  through  the  Screven  Ferry  cut  on  a  small  ferry  and  examined  everything  very 
closely  and  consider  that  the  direct  passage  to  the  Carolina  Dock  on  the  Back  River 
through  this  cut  is  very  essential  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  larger  ferry  that 
we  are  just  about  to  start,  and  I  earnestly  ask  that  you  do  everything  that  you  can 
with  the  Board  of  Engineers  at  Washington  to  further  our  project  in  the  interest  of 
commerce  and  navigation. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  D.  Krenson, 

Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  P.  H.  HADDON. 

Savannah,  Ga.,  April  30,  1914 . 

Dear  Colonel:  In  my  statement  regarding  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  which  was 
handed  in  day  before  yesterday,  I  left  out  one  very  important  item.  Cuts  on  our  coast 
when  used  by  steamboats  or  any  other  craft  having  propellers,  are  kept  clear  of  mud 
and,  in  every  case  that  I  have  noticed,  are  actually  deepened.  If  not  used,  as  is  the 
present  case  with  Parsons  Cut  to  the  south  of  Wassaw,  they  shoal  up.  That  cut  now, 
since  we  stopped  going  through  there  with  our  boats,  shows  only  1  foot  at  mean  low 
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tide,  wlioreas  it  used  to  be  5  feet  and  was  actually  getting  deeper.  This  rant  is  known 
bo  all  our  steamboat  people,  and  it  is  true  of  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut  through  the  Fig 
Island  Jetty.  The  ferryboat,  with  its  large  propellers,  will,  in  my  opinion,  keep  the 
«out  clear,  and  in  this  connection  I  really  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  going  so  far  out  as 
"300  feet  into  the  Back  River,  as  300  feet  would  be  enough  to  find  the  proper  depth  of 
water.  1  have  tested  this  matter  thoroughly  recently  by  sounding  with  oars  from  a 
-small  boat  at  low  water.  I  would  suggest  going  to  starboard  a  bit  after  clearing  the 
•cut  north  and  not  going  at  right  angles  with  the  current  too  much.  This  will  prevent 
any  shoaling. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  H.  Haddon. 

Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 
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LETTER  OF  J.  R.  LASSITER  &  CO. 


Hardeeville,  S.  C.,  April  30,  1914. 

Dear  Colonel:  As  I  am  one  of  the  parties  interested  in  Screvens  Ferry  and  the 
'deepening  of  Fig  Island  Cut,  I  wish  to  add  my  mite  to  the  project.  My  place  is  10 
miles  from  the  ferry  by  public  road.  I  have  all  good  acres  of  land  on  this  Screvens 
Ferry  Road,  and  while  the  land  is  good  farming  land  there  is  but  little  farming  done 
in  this  section  owing  to  the  poor  facilities  of  getting  our  stuff  to  the  market.  The  county 
has  laid  out  a  good  deal  of  money  in  the  last  two  years  in  building  Screvens  Ferry 
causeway  and  wharf  and  repairing  the  road  leading  from  the  ferry  to  Bluffton,  Beau¬ 
fort,  and  Charleston,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  deepening  of  this  cut  so  that  the  new  ferry¬ 
boat  can  run  will  be  a  great  help  to  this  section  between  Savannah  and  these  towns 
and  will  finally  become  a  thoroughfare  from  the  upper  county,  and  thanking  you  for 
any  help  that  you  may  give  to  this  matter,  I  am, 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  R.  Lassiter. 


Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


Minutes  of  Public  Hearings  Held  in  Room  No.  209,  Post-Office  Building, 

Savannah,  Ga.,  at  10  a.  m.,  April  28,  1914  (Eastern  Standard  Time)  Relative 

to  Improvement  of  Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut. 

The  hearing  was  called  to  order  by  Col.  W.  C.  Langfitt  at  10  o’clock,  about  25  persons 
being  present. 

Col.  Langfitt.  The  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  4,  1913,  contained  a  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  preliminary  examination  of  Fig  Island  or  Screven  Ferry  Cut,  connecting 
the  forks  of  the  Savannah  River  at  Savannah,  Ga.  This  examination  was  made  by 
•the  district  officer  and  a  favorable  recommendation  thereon  for  a  survey  was  made. 
This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors, 
by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  was  accordingly  made. 
The  report  on  the  survey  was  submitted  by  this  office  with  a  favorable  recommendation 
that  the  sum  of  $6,050  be  expended  in  dredging  the  cut  desired.  In  accordance  with 
law,  this  report  was  also  referred  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors 
for  consideration  and  recommendation,  and  the  board  was  not  convinced  of  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  the  United  States  undertaking  any  improvement  at  this  locality  at  the  present 
■time,  for  the  following  reasons: 

(а)  The  cost  of  the  work  proposed  is  considered  excessive  when  compared  with  prob- 
■able  resulting  benefits  to  general  commerce  and  navigation. 

(б)  The  improvement  would  be  a  convenience  rather  than  a  necessity,  as  the  ferry 
can  now  go  around  the  island  at  all  times  and  through  the  cut  when  the  tide  is  not  too 
low. 

A  notice  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  interested  parties  for  the  board  by  this  office,  and 
in  response  to  that  notice  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers 
■and  Harbors  as  follows: 

(Petition  read.) 

The  petition  was  signed  by  the  Mayor  of  Savannah,  the  President  of  the  Savan¬ 
nah  Board  of  Trade  and  many  other  prominent  people,  the  total  number  of  signatures 
being  quite  large.  The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  referred  this 
petition  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  recommending  that  the  district  officer  at  Savannah 
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be  directed  to  hold  a  public  hearing  and  forward  same  to  the  board,  with  such  written 
statements  aijd  arguments  as  may  be  presented.  This  recommendation  was  trans¬ 
mitted  to  me  with  direction  to  hold  the  hearing,  and  I  accordingly  issued  a  notice 
for  the  hearing  which  we  are  now  holding,  as  follows: 

(Notice  read.) 

The  notice  was  issued  for  this  date  after  conference  with  Mr.  Heyward,  who  seemed 
to  be  very  much  interested  in  the  matter  and  who  came  to  see  me,  and  I  wrote  him 
the  following  letter: 

“I  inclose  herewith  notice  of  hearing  in  the  Screven  Ferry  Cut  matter,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  our  conversation.  I  will  be  glad  to  have  you  notify  me  at  once  if  same  is 
satisfactory  to  the  interested  parties.  You  will  note  that  I  have  placed  the  hearing 
only  a  week  away,  as  you  requested,  in  accordance  with  your  assurance  that  the  parties-, 
are  all  prepared  with  their  data.” 

To  which  Mr.  Heyward  replied: 

“I  have  received  your  favor  under  date  of  yesterday  with  notice  of  hearing  in  the 
Screven  Ferry  Cut  matter,  and  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  taken  the  matter  up  at 
once  with  the  parties  interested.  The  chamber  of  commerce  has  already  notified  the 
city  of  Savannah  and  all  the  trade  bodies  as  to  the  hearing  to  be  held  next  Tuesday 
and  has  asked  them  to  appoint  committees  of  their  best  men  to  be  in  attendance  and 
submit  statements  and  arguments  bearing  on  the  matter.  I  have  also  notified  promi¬ 
nent  people  in  Beaufort  County  to  come.  In  addition  I  will  also  have  such  advertise¬ 
ment  in  the  public  prints  as  will  call  the  attention  of  all  to  the  notice. 

‘“With  thanks  for  your  courtesy.  I  am.” 

That  seems  to  cover  all  the  preliminaries  in  the  case  and  the  hearing  is  now  open 
for  statements  of  interested  parties.  I  am  going  to  ask  Mr.  T.  S.  Heyward  to  take; 
charge  of  the  hearing,  as  lie  probably  knows  those  who  have  statements  and  arguments 
to  submit  and  can  call  upon  them  as  he  deems  best.  I  would  like  to  state  that  Mr. 
Williamson  and  Mr.  Tennille  ask  to  be  heard  first,  as  they  have  other  appointments. 

Mr.  Heyward.  Colonel,  you  remember  my  telling  you  yesterday  that  certain 
gentlemen  from  Beaufort  might  be  detained  about  half  an  hour  and  these  others  will 
be  here  after  a  while,  so  I  see  no  objection  to  proceeding,  and  I  will  request  Maj . 
Williamson  to  present  his  statements  and  arguments. 

Col.  Langfitt.  I  want  to  ask  the  speakers  to  give  their  names  to  the  stenographer 
and  not  talk  too  fast,  so  he  can  get  exactly  what  is  said  while  you  are  speaking.  If 
what  you  present  is  in  writings  a  statement  to  that  effect  will  be  made. 

Maj.  W.  W.  Williamson.  Mr.  George  F.  Tennille.  of  the  Savannah  Cotton  Exchange, 
and  Mr.  William  W.  Williamson,  of  the  Savannah  Chamber  of  Commerce  present  a 
joint  statement.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  will  proceed  as  a  joint  presentation  from  these 
two  bodies  in  order  to  save  time. 

(Reads  statement  and  report  of  committee.) 

(Mr.  Heyward  calls  on  Mr.  Tennille  to  make  a  few  additional  remarks.) 

Mr.  Tennille.  Mr.  Heyward,  anything  that  I  have  to  say  I  think  is  submitted  in 
the  report  submitted  to  the  cotton  exchange.  I  think  there  is  nothing  further  to  add 
to  this  report. 

Mr.  Heyward.  You  consider  this  cut  a  necessity  to  make  our  ferry  a  success? 

Mr.  Tennille.  I  do. 

Mr.  Heyward.  Colonel,  I  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  Mr.  Conant,  formerly 
of  the  Engineer  Service  here,  who  knows  a  great  deal  about  this  cut  and  can  make 
some  useful  remarks. 

Mr.  Conant.  Mr.  Heyward  and  gentlemen,  I  have  just  been  called  in  without 
making  any  study  at  this  time  of  the  improvement  that  you  have  been  working  for. 
There  is  one  idea  that  I  have  not  seen  incorporated  in  the  report  or  have  heard  spoken 
of,  and  that  is  that  before  the  construction  of  the  Fig  Island  training  wall  there  was  a 
channel  from  Front  River  to  Back  River  of  ample  depth  and  ample  width  for  naviga¬ 
tion  and  that  the  construction  of  the  Fig  Island  training  wall  caused  a  shoaling,  or 
you  might  say  natural  filling,  of  the  waterway,  and  as  the  construction  of  this  training* 
wall  has  shoaled  and  otherwise  decreased  the  navigable  depth  and  navigable  width 
of  the  little  waterway  that  formerly  existed,  it  is  a  pertinent  point  and  is  proper  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  board.  The  prospective  commerce  has  been  touched  upon , 
but  I  have  in  mind  what  I  consider  quite  important  that  may  be  brought  about  in  the 
near  future,  and  that  is  that  you  have  across  the  Savannah  Back  River  some  10,000  acres, 
of  very  fertile  land.  It  is  the  old  rice  land,  and  in  my  opinion  is  in  every  way  suitable 
for  intensive  farming.  Should  this  be  taken  up  and  the  produce  from  this  very  rich 
tract  be  shipped  east  or  north,  a  quick  transit  would  be  very  desirable  and  this  cut 
would  then  aid  very  much  in  bringing  the  products  in  small  craft  to  the  wharves. 
There  is  a  narrow  channel  which  perhaps  from  hah  tide  to  high  water  can  be  navs- 
gated  with  the  ferryboat  that  has  been  constructed,  but  unless  regular  trips  of  this 
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boat  could  be  had,  unless  a  schedule  could  be  maintained,  I  can  readily  understand 
that  the  efficiency  and  good  working  of  a  ferryboat  to  and  from  the  city  would  be  bad, 
and  there  should  be  enough  depth  at  low  water  for  this  craft  to  navigate.  The  cost  of 
obtaining  the  desired  improvement  must  be  considered  nominal,  and  the  city  of  Sa¬ 
vannah  is  very  desirous  of  having  the  improvement  made  and  enters  with  all  the  trade 
bodies  and  others  interested  in  urging  reconsideration  of  the  report  and  favorable 
action. 

Mr.  Heyward.  I  would  like  to  note  here,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Conant’s  argument, 
that  he  is  now  the  chief  engineer  of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  represents  the  city  to-day. 

Colonel,  we  would  now  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  C.  G.  Beck,  manager  of  the  Southern 
Bell  Telephone  Co.,  who  was  with  our  delegation  from  two  motives — one  from  a  tele¬ 
phone  standpoint — and  I  think  he  will  tell  you  how  he  covered  that  country  with 
wires— and  the  other  motive  was  to  go  over  there  and  see  if  he  could  find  a  locality 
suitable  in  that  country  for  a  residence  during  the  summer  months. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  do  not  know  that  the  telephone  question  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  general  proposition.  I  will  state,  however,  that  we  were  very  much  surprised  to 
find  that  there  was  as  much  good  territory  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  as  we  found, 
and  I  believe  that  it  will  be  found  that  if  you  will  draw  circles  around  Savannah  for 
30,  40,  or  50  miles  you  will  find  that  it  will  take  in  more  territory  favorable  to  good 
farming  on  the  South  Carolina  side  than  on  the  Georgia  side.  I  was  very  much  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  that  we  had  evidently  gone  to  sleep  on  the  proposition;  we  had  no  tele¬ 
phone  lines  there,  but  since  then  we  have  strewn  lines  from  here  to  Yemmassee,  to 
connect  with  the  local  exchange,  as  we  have  also  to  Ridgeland,  with  lines  to  Graham- 
ville  and  to  Bluff  ton.  To-day  practically  every  first-class  farmer  in  Hampton  and 
Beaufort  Counties  has  a  telephone  connection  with  Savannah.  As  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  prospective  development,  I  think  that  is  thoroughly  covered  in  the  report. 
The  territory  belongs  to  Savannah  and  there  is  more  good  farming  country  there  than 
in  Chatham  and  Bryan  Counties. 

Mr.  Heyward.  We  would  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Eckstein,  who  represents  the 
merchants’  retail  association,  and  who  will  speak  on  the  benefits  to  be  derived  to 
Broughton  and  Congress  Streets. 

Mr.  Eckstein.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  advantages  of  this  cut  in  regard  to 
our  retail  situation  is  that  due  to  the  activity  of  our  automobile  agents  and  people 
buying  many  machines,  which  they  can  both  use  for  commercial  purposes  and  pleas¬ 
ure,  and  to  bring  their  families  in  to  trade,  and  the  quicker  they  can  get  here  the 
more  frequently  they  will  come.  With  the  present  route  we  get  an  occasional  visit 
from  them,  but  I  believe  that  in  the  future  we  will  see  them  more  frequently,  and  the 
easier  the  access  for  them  the  better,  and  I  would  like  to  see  this  cut  made.  As  far 
as  Mr.  Beck  is  concerned,  I  think  he  would  like  to  see  the  cut  made,  because  there 
is  very  good  fishing  over  that  side.  The  retailers  certainly  indorse  this  movement. 
I  have  gone  into  that  country  and  it  is  remarkable  the  amount  it  has  developed;  I 
was  surprised.  There  is  an  island  over  there  called  Frogmore,  which,  I  understand, 
has  30,000  negroes  on  it.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  country  is  so  close  to  us  and  we 
do  not  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  Heyward.  I  would  like  to  have  Capt.  Van  B.  Avery,  who  is  the  manager  of 
the  Propeller  Tow  Boat  Co.,  and  is  our  veteran  river  man  and  an  authority  on  every¬ 
thing  connected  with  this  harbor,  and  who  is  frequently  called  upon  at  sessions  of 
the  United  States  court,  to  tell  us  his  observations  of  the  cut. 

Capt.  Avery.  Gentlemen,  from  a  commercial  point  of  view  I  have  nothing  to  offer 
or  suggestions  to  make;  I  can  only  speak  from  a  boatman’s  standpoint.  As  to  the 
distance,  that  has  all  been  mentioned  and  it  is  known,  of  course,  in  going  from  the 
terminal  at  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  Railroad  to  Screvens  Ferry  by  the  old  route  by 
Fort  Jackson  it  would  be  very  much  longer  and  the  saving  in  distance  by  this  new 
route  will  be  very  great.  The  safety  of  the  two  routes  has  not  been  touched  upon  by 
any  of  the  gentlemen  that  I  have  listened  to,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  by  the  old 
route  by  way  of  Fort  Jackson,  speaking  of  it  from  an  insurance  point  of  view,  that 
loute  would  be  considered  hazardous,  and  the  new  or  proposed  route  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  ordinary;  for  this  reason,  by  this  new  cut  no  night  would  be  so  dark  or  fog  so 
thick  but  what  any  ordinary  navigator  could  find  his  way  from  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line 
Railroad  to  Screvens  Ferry.  By  the  longer  route  by  way  of  Fort  Jackson  and  around 
the  point  of  the  jetties  with  the  old  obstructions  placed  there  during  the  Civil  War 
combined  with,  on  the  north  side  and  on  the  point  of  the  jetties,  four  submerged  wrecks, 
one  bark,  one  brig,  and  two  tugs,  in  trying  to  navigate  even  by  the  most  skilled  navi¬ 
gator  or  pilot,  it  would  only  be  a  question  of  time  when  this  ferry  would  run  into  these 
obstructions,  which  would  mean  a  serious  thing  to  life  and  property.  As  to  this  cut 
and  its  maintenance  and  the  cost  of  making  it,  I  have  nothing  much  to  say  further  than 
from  observation  of  other  cuts.  We  will  take  the  inland  route  to  Florida,  Parsons  Cut, 
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for  instance,  where  there  are  some  tides  to  contend  with.  I  notice  that  in  this  cut  it 
shoals  about  1  foot  in  four  to  five  years.  Here  the  conditions  would  be  about  the  same 
as  in  this  cut,  with  the  tide  running  back  and  forth.  You  take  the  slips  across  the 
river  where  there  is  no  current  at  all,  the  filling  is  about  1  foot  a  year;  so  that  when  this 
cut  is  once  made  and  with  the  ordinary  traffic — I  understand  the  boat  is  to  make  four 
to  six  trips  or  more  per  day— I  don’t  think  any  shoaling  would  be  perceptible;  if  any- 
j  thing,  I  think  the  cut  would  get  deeper.  That  is  my  experience  with  channels  that 
:  are  kept  in  use.  Thank  you,  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Heyward.  Colonel,  we  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  Lieut.  Ker,  of  the 
Revenue  Service,  who  very  kindly  designed  this  boat,  and  whose  maps  and  plans 
of  the  boat  we  propose  to  offer  in  evidence.  Lieut.  Ker  was  instructed  by  us  to  build 
a  very  shallow  boat  and  so  understood  us  and  carried  out  our  wishes  very  admirably 
in  a  beautiful  boat. 

Lieut.  Ker.  Gentlemen,  I  don't  know  as  I  am  very  well  prepared  to  speak  on  this 
at  all,  except  that  they  gave  us  their  idea  of  what  they  wanted  as  a  boat  and  I  don’t 
think  that  this  boat  could  be  loaded  to  more  than  5  feet,  and  I  think  that  with  5  feet 
in  the  cut  they  would  not  have  anyt  rouble  at  all,  but  the  point  is,  in  going  around  it 
is  not  only  dangerous  but  it  looks  to  me  to  be  a  question  of  success  or  failure  as  to 
whether  they  have  the  cut  or  go  around,  and  they  should  have  the  cut  by  all  means. 

Mr.  Heyward.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  John  E.  Finney.  Mr.  Finney  is 
known  here  as  one  of  the  enthusiastic  good-road  men.  Mr.  Finney  does  considerable 
business  in  South  Carolina  in  selling  automobiles. 

Mr.  Finney.  I  don’t  know  that  I  can  add  a  single  word  to  anything  that  these  gen¬ 
tlemen  have  stated,  but  will  say  that  from  a  point  of  time,  and  time  is  everything  in 
this  age,  this  ferry  is  an  absolute  necessity,  and  as  Lieut.  Ker  has  stated  the  cut  is 
absolutely  essential.  I  have  been  very  busy  in  this  territory  for  seven  years,  going 
there  four  to  six  times  a  year.  I  drive  over  from  Savannah  sometimes  and  have  to 
go  35  miles  around.  I  have  traveled  over  200  miles  in  Hampton  County,  which  in 
my  opinion  is  one  of  the  best  near  counties.  I  have  five  agents  or  dealers  there,  and 
these  men  have  large  business  interests.  I  know  that  these  men  go  to  Charleston 
more  frequently  than  they  come  to  Savannah,  although  it  is  50  to  70  miles  farther, 
and  I  find  that  they  carry  as  many  as  five,  sometimes  two,  passengers.  It  does  not 
take  much  to  figure  that  whenever  a  carload  of  automobiles  go  into  a  town  they  leave 
money.  We  have  not  got  this  business  because  the  condition  of  this  cut  has  prohib¬ 
ited  ferrying.  I  remember  one  day  I  was  three  days  getting  across;  I  went  high  and 
dry  on  those  obstructions  on  the  way  around  and  it  was — good  night.  We  stayed 
there  Thursday,  Thursday  night  and"  Friday,  and  got  back  to  the  city  late  Friday 
night.  That  experience  I  repeated  again  last  summer.  I  got  a  launch  and  two  sand 
flats  and  put  five  automobiles  on  them  and  attempted  to  pilgrimage  to  Beaufort,  or 
really  to  Charleston.  There  were  15  or  16  people  in  the  party;  we  left  the  East 
Broad  Street  Dock  at  7.30  and  got  on  the  Screven  Ferry  side  at  9  o’clock  the  next 
morning.  That  could  not  exactly  be  blamed  on  the  distance  or  the  weather,  but  it 
is  a  dangerous  trip,  especially  with  a  light-power  boat.  I  am  told  by  a  man  on  that 
side  of  the  river  that  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Screven  on  the  recent  hike  that 
the  troops  had  sent  a  scouting  party  over  the  river  and  after  some  difficulty  they 
landed  and  proceeded  some  distance,  but  the  thought  struck  them,  as  it  will  strike 
anyone  who  wants  to  go  over  there,  that  to  start  from  Savannah  with  an  ebb  tide  and 
a  strong  wind  with  a  light  boat — you  can  not  use  a  high-powered  one — was  hazardous; 
this  was  the  reason  they  did  not  make  the  hike  that  way.  I  do  not  think  I  can  add 
anything  further,  but  I  believe  this  cut  is  a  necessity. 

Mr.  Heyward.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  Capt.  W.  H.  Thompson,  president  of  the 
pilots’  association,  who  has  been  familiar  with  this  port  since  his  boyhood. 

Capt.  Thompson.  I  can  not  add  much  to  what  has  already  been  said,  but  I  am  famil¬ 
iar  with  that  cut,  for  it  has  been  an  old  established  cut  ever  since  I  was  a  boy,  and  I 
think  from  a  shipping  standpoint  it  is  the  only  way  that  their  ferry  could  be  operated 
successfully  and  quickly.  In  going  around  the  training  wall  there  are  two  tides,  and 
with  a  northwest  wind  it  is  hazardous  at  a  great  many  times.  I  could  cite  an  instance 
that  happened  many  years  ago;  I  got  one  of  the  worst  drubbings  there  that  I  ever  had, 
even  at  sea;  I  will  never  forget  it  as  long  as  I  live.  I  have  been  going  over  there 
since  1869  and  have  seen  the  cut  used  continuously.  It  has  lately  been  blocked, 
since  the  training  wall  was  built.  I  know  there  is  a  good  deal  of  trade  from  South 
Carolina  that  would  come  here  if  they  had  the  cut,  but  rather  than  go  around  they 
stay  home.  I  do  not  think  I  can  add  much  more,  but  think  it  would  be  a  great  ben¬ 
efit  to  Savannah  and  South  Carolina  people  to  have  the  cut. 

Mr.  Heyward.  We  would  like  very  much  to  hear  from  Mr.  Thomas  Purse,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  board  of  trade.  His  work  in  this  city  has  been  to  collect  statistics  of  the 
trade  and  of  the  surrounding  country  tributary  to  Savannah,  and  he  knows  a  great 
deal  about  this  ferry. 
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Mr.  Purse  .  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  I  think  so  much  has  been  said  by  the  speak¬ 
ers  that  have  gone  before  that  there  is  very  little  for  me  to  say,  but  there  is  one  thing 
that  I  think  very  important,  and  that  is  the  length  of  time  that  is  required  coming  over 
the  route  that  they  have  now,  as  compared  with  what  it  would  be  later  on.  I  believe 
the  estimate  of  time  now  is  that  it  would  take  45  minutes,  and  with  the  cut  proposed 
it  would  not  take  over  11  minutes.  That,  of  course,  is  an  important  feature,  as  it  would 
enable  the  ferryboat  to  run  so  many  more  trips.  Another  important  feature  is  it  is 
hazardous  and  risky  from  an  insurance  standpoint,  and  the  cut  would,  of  course, 
materially  reduce  their  rates,  giving  them  a  cut  in  consumption  of  fuel,  insurance, 
etc.  Another  important  feature  in  this  is  the  produce  that  would  be  brought  into 
Savannah  could  be  shipped  along  the  side  of  the  Ocean  Steamship  Co.  and  the  Mer¬ 
chant  &  Miners  Transportation  Co.  ships,  which  is  a  very  valuable  feature.  Truck, 
at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  can  not  stand  much  handling,  as  it  bruises  easily, 
and  truck  could  be  brought  in  on  that  ferry  and  not  handled  at  all  until  it  is  put 
on  the  steamer.  There,  of  course,  would  be  a  saving,  as  the  rate  by  water  is-  less 
than  by  rail.  It  takes  time  to  get  crated  cars,  to  bring  them  into  Savannah  and  to 
deliver  the  cars  to  the  terminals,  and  a  tremendous  amount  of  time  is  consumed  and 
at  the  same  time  there  is  the  wear  and  tear  on  the  goods.  As  Mr.  Eckstein  stated, 
the  number  of  people  that  would  come  here  would  be  very  great.  I  know  this  from 
my  personal  experience  through  South  Carolina.  The  number  of  machines  in  that 
State  is  surprising,  especially  in  Hampton  County.  Pretty  nearly  every  farmer  has  a 
motor  and  they  prefer  to  do  business  in  Savannah.  In  Estill,  Grahamviile,  and  Luray 
and  all  through  that  section  people  do  business  in  Savannah,  and  oftentimes  during 
the  year  the  schedules  put  on  by  the  railroad  companies  necessitate  their  spending 
all  night  in  Savannah,  but  by  the  ferry  they  could  go  to  Estill  and  come  to  Savannah 
in  two  hours  and  a  half  in  an  automobile  and  it  takes  an  hour  and  a  half  by  rail.  You 
can  readily  see  it  would  be  a. great  advantage  to  them  to  come  to  do  their  shopping 
and  get  out  the  same  day,  and  it  would  build  up  materially  the  business  with  South 
Carolina  and  at  the  same  time  bring  them  to  a  territory  that  they  want  to  do  business 
with.  Now,  of  course,  you  can  readily  see  they  could  not  maintain  a  schedule  through 
the  present  cut  with  high  winds  and  strong  current,  but  with  a  straight  cut  across 
they  could  keep  within  a  few  minutes  of  their  schedule.  I  was  going  to  touch  on  several 
other  points,  but  I  find  they  have  been  taken  up  so  thoroughly  by  the  cotton  exchange 
that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  anything  further. 

Mr.  Heyward.  Colonel,  the  present  ferryman,  Capt.  E.  V.  Schoonover,  has  been 
running  this  ferry  for  seven  years.  The  captain  is  not  feeling  well  this  morning  and 
has  reduced  everything  to  writing,  and  I  would  like  to  hand  it  in. 

(Presents  statement  of  Capt.  Schoonover.) 

Mr.  Purse.  In  giving  figures  as  to  the  length  of  time  that  it  would  take  to  make 
the  trip,  the  figures  given  me  were  not  exactly  correct.  As  I  understand  it,  to  go 
through  the  cut  would  only  take  32  minutes  for  the  round  trip;  but  to  go  around 
takes  an  hour  and  45  minutes.  The  information  given  me  was  by  some  one  who  was 
not  very  well  posted. 

Col.  Langfitt.  Mr.  Heyward,  I  would  like  to  ask  one  question  for  the  benefit 
of  the  board  to  bring  it  out  clearly.  It  is  my  understanding  that  this  new  ferryboat 
has  not  been  run  at  all.  Is  that  right? 

Mr.  Heyward.  It  has  not  been  run  at  all.  We  brought  it  here  from  Thunderbolt. 

Col.  Langfitt.  Why  don’t  you  run  it  on  the  long  route? 

Mr.  Heyward.  It  would  be  a  hardship  on  us. 

Col.  Langfitt.  I  think  the  board  would  like  to  know  why  this  ferryboat  is  not 
run. 

Mr.  Heyward.  The  ferryboat  was  brought  around  here  completed  from  Thunder¬ 
bolt  last  March,  and  the  ferry  cut  was  only  good  at  half  tide  and  high  tide,  and  the 
greater  reason  was  that  the  causeway  was  not  completed.  It  was  for  these  two  rea¬ 
sons,  and  we  were  hoping  that  we  would  get  the  cut  deepened. 

Col.  Langfitt.  The  point  occurred  to  me  that  you  said  there  has  been  running  a 
little  gasoline  boat.  You  have  this  other  gasoline  ferryboat? 

Mr.  Heyward.  Suppose  you  let  me  read  the  statement  of  Capt.  Schoonover. 

(Reads  statement.) 

Col.  Langfitt.  That  does  not  quite  answer  my  question. 

Lieut.  Ker.  I  think  I  can  give  you  some  points.  The  main  reason  is  in  building 
the  ferry  the  cut  was  the  only  thing  considered.  The  engine  is  very  heavy,  and  if 
she  met  any  weather,  being  so  high  out  of  the  water  and  so  little  in  it,  I  do  not  think 
she  would  be  a  success. 

Col.  Langfitt.  I  think  that  brings  out  the  idea  for  the  information  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Heyward.  It  would  not  be  a  safe  boat  to  make  the  trip. 
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Mr.lCoNANT.  One  point  in  connection  with  the  question  that  you  asked.  Th  » 
answer  given,  perhaps,  did  not  say  that  there  has  been  cooperation  between  private 
interests  and  the  Government.  There  has  been  given  me  the  amount  expended  by 
private  interests,  which  is  much  greater  than  the  board  is  probably  aware.  Ther?  has 
been  expended  for  the  wharf  $5,000,  for  the  ferryboat  SI  1 ,000,  for  the  causeway  $15,000, 
besides  the  amount  expended  on  the  county  road,  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with. 
Tn  other  words,  $31,000  has  been  expended  by  private  interests  where  $6,000  is  asked 
for  this  improvement,  and,  as  Mr.  Beck  has  just  stated  to  me,  it-was  expected  when  this 
move  first  started  to  just  construct  a  ferryboat,  and  it  has  been  drawn  along  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  period  of  time  by  the  necessity  of  the  improvement  of  the  causeway. 

Mr.  Heyward.  This  matter  was  commercially  deemed  of  such  importance  that  two 
or  three  years  ago  the  annual  anniversary  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  was  entirely 
given  over  to  this  project,  and  Mr.  Finnegan,  the  secretary  of  the  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce,  will  tell  you  about  it. 

Mr.  Finnegan.  At  that  time  I  was  not  actively  connected  with  the  chamber,  but 
know  it  is  true  that  we  had  a  lot  of  Beaufort  people  here  and  the  subject  was  exhaus¬ 
tively  gone  into.  I  was  tht re,  but  I  was  not  the  secretary  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Beck.  At  that  meeting  was  there  not  an  agreement  with  the  Beaufort  County 
commissioners  that  “if  vou  will  build  the  causewav  we  will  build  the  boat  and  put 
it  on  ”? 

Mr.  Heyward.  Y~s;  sure.  We  have  here  Mr.  W.N.  Heyward,  from  South  Carolina, 
who  will  make  some  remarks  and  has,  besides,  a  letter  to  read  from  State  Senator  Niels 
Christensen — my  cousin,  Mr.  W.  N.  Heyward. 

Mr.  W.  N.  Heyward.  We  feel  that  we  have  the  right  to  ask  the  Government  to 
build  this  ditch  for  us.  He  is  a  great  ditcher;  he  has  just  dug  a  great  ditch  in  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  it  is  not  descending  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  to  come  to  this 
little  ditch  of  ours.  Savannah  is  a  great  commercial  center;  she  is  on  the  map;  she 
will  be  more  on  the  map  in  the  future.  The  section  across  the  way  has  great  possi¬ 
bilities,  and  everything  points  out  that  it  will  be  only  a  short  time  until  Beaufort 
County  will  attain  its  former  greatness,  which  it  had  before  the  Civil  War.  I  have 
no  facts  and  figures  to  present  and  can  only  tell  you  that  that  section  is  positively  the 
greatest  section  in  South  Carolina.  The  trucking  in  Beaufort  County  is  ahead  of  any 
section  of  the  State  and  it  is  going  forward  in  leaps  and  bounds.  I  have  a  letter  fre m 
Mr.  Niels  Christensen,  State  senator,  which  1  will  read  to  you. 

(Beads  letter.) 

Mr.  Heyward.  We  have  another  Carolinian  here,  the  ex-mayor  of  Bluffton,  a  town 
of  700  or  800  people,  the  largest,  in  Beaiuort  County,  with  10  large  stores,  and  he  will 
tell  you  what  they  are  looking  forward  to—  Mr.  Gifford. 

Mr.  Gifford.  I  am  hard  of  hearing  and  I  can  not  tell  what  has  been  said,  but  I 
know  what  yon  have  been  talking  about.  I  came  down  here  with  the  idea  of  present¬ 
ing  the  necessity  of  cutting  through  Fig  Island  or  making  a  quick  trip  to  the  Carolina 
side  and  back.  That  is  the  need,  it  is  a  necessity.  I  came  from  Bluffton  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  came  across  in  the  ferry;  now  if  I  do  not  get  back  by  2  o’clock  I  have  got 
to  wait  until  to-morrow,  and  what  I  want  to  say  is,  I  suppose  that  you  have  talked  over 
the  whole  country  from  Columbia  to  the  river  and  I  suppose  everybody  understands  it. 
There  is  one  thing  we  have  not  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  is  the  little  farmers 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  They  have  no  chance  to  get  their  stuff  to  a  town;  if 
they  want  to  ship  a  bale  of  cotton  it  takes  two  or  three  days  to  get  it  to  Savannah.  In 
the  section  where  I  live  we  have  some  of  the  best  truck  farms  you  ever  saw.  There 
have  been  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  come  down  to  try  to  truck  farm,  but  gave  it 
up  on  account  of  transportation.  Now,  if  you  had  a  ferry  they  could  make  a  success 
of  it;  all  these  lands  would  be  reclaimed.  There  are  lots  of  farms  lying  idle  simply 
because  they  can  not  get  rid  of  the  produce  and  if,  as  I  said,  we  could  get  some  way 
of  getting  it  to  Savannah  and  so  we  can  go  to  Beaufort  and  come  to  Savannah  to-day 
and  get  back  to-morrow,  this  would  be  remedied,  but  if  you  have  to  ship  produce  you 
have  to  haul  it  and  it  takes  about  48  hours  before  you  can  get  your  stuff  shipped. 
Now,  if  we  can  get  across  the  river  in  about  15  or  20  minutes  we  could  make  it,  but  we 
can  not  do  it.  I  came  across  in  a  little  launch  this  morning  in  about  15  minutes 
through  the  cut.  but  if  I  had  gone  the  other  way  it  would  have  taken  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  Ever  since  this  thing  was  first  started  all  the  little  farmers  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  calculations  how  much  land  they  would  clear  up  and  how  much  they  would 
plant  when  they  have  some  facilities  to  get  it  to  Savannah,  but  if  they  have  got  to 
haul  it  around  they  can  not  do  it.  It  would  pay  Savannah  to  pay  Fitzgerald  to  make 
the  cut,  if  the  United  States  will  not  do  it.  I  am  22  miles  from  the  river  now  and  I 
would  not  mind  putting  my  hand  in  my  pocket  and  dropping  in  a  nickel  to  get  the 
cut  through  there.  We  have  got  to  have  some  way  to  get  to  town  and  we  are  17  miles 
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from  the  railroad.  It  is  a  sort  of  tri-weekly  arrangement— get  to  town,  one  week  an 

tr  Mr'  He yw ard  10Colonel .  there  are  Several  modest  gentlemen  here-Col.  J.  V 
Comer,  who  owns  the  great  Red  Bluff  Plantation,  also  Mr.  Nichols,  the  shoe  mai 
who  sells  shoes  in  that  section— who  have  tried  to  write  letters  to  you  on  the  subjec 
We  have  nothing  further  to  say,  except  a  statement  by  Mr.  P.  H.  Hadclon. 

(Reads  statement  of  Mr.  Haddon.)  j  uuQavanna 

Mr  Heyward.  Now,  we  have  a  statement  from  the  former  head  of  the  Savanna 

Automobile  Club,  Mr.  Frank  C.  Battey,  who  recently  drove  the  pathfinding  car  1 
Columbia. 

(Reads  statement  of  Mr.  Battey.)  .  r  i 

Mr.  Heyward.  Now,  Colonel,  what  I  have  to  say  m  conclusion  I  have  placed  j 
the  paper  which  I  will  now  read.  * 

(Reads  statement  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Heyward.)  Qa^armnh  Mnrnir 

Mr.  Heyward.  I  also  want  to  introduce  an  editorial  from  the  Savannah  Mornu 

News  and  photographs  and  plans  of  the  ferryboat. 

(Adjournment.) 


notice. 


In  compliance  with  request  of  yourself  and  other  petitioners  that  I  be  appoint* 
to  hear  the  statements  and  arguments  which  it  is  desired  to  submit  m  connection 
the  proposed  improvement  of  Screvens  Ferry  or  Fig  Island  Cut,  I  have  to  state  th 
the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  has  requested  the  Chief  of  Engmce 
to  comply  with  your  request  and  he  has  instructed  me  to  hold  a  hearing  and  recei 

thp  a  raiments  and  statements  referred  to.  .  „  . 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  hearing  will  be  held  at  the  U nited  S4ta^s  ® 
Office,  Room  No.  209,  Post  Office  Building,  on  Tuesday,  April  28,  1914,  at  10  o  clo< 

a'  Whil^orafstatements^ll^ be  received,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  importa 

arguments  and  data  should  be  submitted  in  writing. 

You  are  requested  to  convey  the  above  information  to  any  parties  known  to  y< 
to  be  interested  in  the  matter.  As  this  hearing  is  held  at  the  request  of  interested  pc 
ties  for  a  special  purpose,  it  is  understood  that  such  advertisement  of  it  as  may 
deemed  advisable  will  be  attended  to  by  them.  ^  ^  Langfitt 

Colonel ,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Savannah ,  Ga.,  April  21,  1914. 

Copy  of  notice  sent  to  all  petitioners. 
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